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same product of the southern portion of these 
States, is not less than $400,000,000. Now, sir, 
this single southern staple forms the basis of such 
a portion of the products of the industry of the 
<hole civilized world, that their value derived 
from the labor and capital employed in their cre- 
ation, taken in connection with the original cost 
of the raw material, reaches the amazing sum of 
upwards of twelve hundred million dollars! _ 

“The fabrics which are made from it enter into 
the consumption of every family upon the globe 
that. is within the reach of the operations of 
trade. They are essential to the comfort of mil- 
lions upon millions of the inhabitants of this earth. 
And I would ask, what will happen if these two 
great sections go to war? Why, sir, a great por- 
tion of the labor now given to the cultivation of 
cotton would be withdrawn. The production of 
cotton in the southern States would fall off at 
once to one half, perhaps one third, of what it 
now is. And why? The supplies of various 
kinds which they have heretofore drawn from the 
pastures and fields and from the mills and the 
workshops of once friendly States, then become 
enemies, would have to be supplied by our own 
labor, and thousands of strong arms and busy 
hands, now engaged in the culture of cotton, 
would have to be diverted to the growth of corn 
and wheat, and to the production of all the innu- 
merable articles that enter into the daily consump- 
tion of a people. 

Butthis would not beall. Another portion still 
would have to be diverted from that culture for the 
production and supply of the munitions and mate- 
rial of war, and for the erection of works required 
for the purposes of defense at important strategic 

ointsin theirterritories. The sea would no longer 
be covered with the ships employed to carry food 
to the spindles and the looms of other lands. And 
what would be the result? Such a wide-spread suf- 
fering among those who depend upon labor, such 
a wide-spread suffering among those who depend 
upon the interest of capital, as the world never 
witnessed since the world began. It would give 
a shock to the industry of the whole world. It 
would disturb all of the currents of trade. It 
would overwhelm all civilized communities in 
bankruptcy. It would subject every class of so- 
ciety, not only throughout America, but through- 
out Europe, to every species of suffering. If that 
state of things were to continue, what would be 
the condition of the world? 

I know it has been suggested on the other side 
that there was an easy way of obtaining a supply 
of cotton in place of that now furnished by the 
southern States. I know that one gentleman [Mr. 
Wasusurn, of, Wisconsin] referred to discov- 
erles made, as he said, upon the continent of 
Africa, which would open the way to obtaining 
an ample supply from that quarter of the world. 
I have given much attention to this subject, and 
I will venture to say that all the land that can be 
found upon that continent adapted to the profita- 
ble production of cotton, and which can be brought 
into cultivation for the next century, will not sup- 
ply as much cotton for the markets of the word 
as is yielded to-day by the labor ofa single county 
in the district represented by my friend from Ark- 
ansas, (Mr. Rust.] I know it is said by some 
that the world may obtain a supply from India; 
but it is idle to say so. Do we notall know that 
for a third of a century the Government of Great 
Britain has been engaged in unsuccessful attempts 

to supply herself with that great staple from her 
possessions there? Persons experienced in the 
culture of cotton have been taken there from the 
southern States and large amounts of capital have 
been employed. The care and attention of the 
most intelligent cultivators have been called into 
their service. But, with what effect? Why, all 
efforts for its production in such quantities and of 
such qualities as would, in any material degree, 
enable them to supersede the necessity for Amer- 
ican cotton, by supplies to be obtained from that 
quarter, have been altogether abandoned. And it 
18 now said by many that the invasion and con- 
quest of China will terminate in such a way as to 
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give the Powers engaged in that enterprise the | 
means of making that country an instrument for 
the supply of the deficiency which would follow 
any diminution in the cropsof America. But can 
any one having any discourse of reason suppose 
| that will be so? China is a country now filled 
with hundreds of millions of people. China is a 
country in which that portion of the labor of its 
population which can be devoted to that purpose 
to-day, is scarcely sufficient to supply it with the | 
food necessary for the sustenance of her people. 
No year passes by in which famines do not occur 
in different portions of that vast Empire. A change 
may be made, it is true, in the character of the cot- 
ton which is now produced there; but its quantity 
cannot be materially increased, because the addi- 
tional labor which would be necessary for that 
purpose cannot be spared from the work of pro- 
viding the articles of food constantly required for 
the subsistence of the teeming millions of her peo- 
ple who are engaged in all the other pursuits of 
ife. 

But if Iam mistaken with respect to the pros- 
pective capacity of Africa or oi China to afford 
supplies of cotton hereafter, to take the place of 
that now derived from the South, what then? 
Why, it will be years and years before the work 
of providing for that supply can be accomplished. 
And what is Europe to do in the mean time, if the 
supply from the southern States should be cut off? 
Do you, gentlemen of the northern States, who 
believe in the existence of imperial powers in the 
Federal Government, and who talk so compla- 
cently of enforcing the Federal Jaws within the 
limits of the seceding States, suppose that that 
supply is to be kept up, if, as is proposed in the 
bills you have reported to this House, you should 
blockade the ports of the seceding States? How 
is it to be done? Is that measure only designed to 
make the cotton bales of the South pass over your 
railroads, and thus find an egress through your 
cities on their way to Europe? Are blockades to be 
resorted to to enrich your railroad companies and 
the various agents employed in such Salen trans- 
poration, with freights and tollsand commissions? 

f that be so, flatter not yourselves with any such 
results. If you fulfill your menaces, and blockade 
southern ports, the southern States will lay an 
embargo upon all cotton seeking transportation 
through the northern channels open to it. Nota 
bale will be permitted to be moved inland in that 
direction until the commerce of their ports is 
freed from yourimpediments. And if your people 
could stand this state of things, how long do you 
suppose that England and France would elie 
in silence and inaction? And if the two sections 
are engaged in actual war, so that the cotton is 
not only arrested in our ports, but not made, 
will they stand idly by and see you, who have 
heretofore been the partisans of the right of self- || 
scien apediena to the despotic work of com- | 
pelling us to submit to be governed at your mere | 
will and pleasure; and that, too, when, by this 
most gross and palpable violation of the funda- 
mental principle of your own Government, you 
inflict on them, in common with other countries, 
an injury which will shake the whole social sys- 
tem of Europe to its very center? I, for one, think 
they will not. If those evil times come, to which 
you seem to look forward, they will be compelled 
to interpose in their own interest, and you and 
we will be at their mercy; for our greatness and 
strength will have been lost in our contests and 
divisions. And what will be the position then of 
any American, no matter from what State he ma 
go, if he ventures to go abroad? Why, he will be 
pointed at every whereas belonging to a race which 
were incapable of maintaining the mighty fabric 
of empire which their fathers had reared. And 
what would be the position of one going from the 
North? Would he not meet with the additional 
reproach, where popular freedom was held in re- 
spect, that his people, when they had become | 
| strong, had thrown aside all respect for the prin- , 
ciple of self-government io engage in a most un- | 
| fuente war upon their alienated kindred of the | 
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But, Mr. Speaker, it was not my purpose to 
go to any length in this line of remark. It was 
not my desire to do so; and but for the repeated 
interruptions, I might not have done it. I desired, 
however, to present to the Representatives of the 
American aeayle such considerations as occurred 
to my mind, showing it to be not only required 
by patriotism, but that it is required by the in- 
terest of trade, and for the comfort and the hap- 
piness of the masses of our own people, and 
of the masses of mankind, that our separation, 
if it is to take place and become permanent, 
shall be followed by peace between the two sec- 
tions. 

And it is with that view that I now call on north- 
ern Representatives to pause, and to weigh well 
what they are aboutto do. I would ask them if 
they are not laboring under great misconceptions 
as to the nature of the existing Federal Govern- 
ment? They seem to consider—if one may judge 
of their views from what is constantly thrown out 
by them in disconnected remarks—that there isa 
serious and fatal defect in that plan of Govern- 
ment if it does not have the power to compel sub- 
mission to its will, st within the I'ed- 
eral limits, by the exercise of physical power. 
Why, sir, to my mind, the absence of such a 
power is of the very essence of the republicanism 
which was professed and practiced by our fathers. 
They believed in the right of every distinct peo- 
ple to govern themselves, They belonged to sep- 
arate States, each of which was then in the fuil 
enjoyment of this very right; and when they 
formed the Federal Government, they so consti- 
tuted it that it would become the strongest Gov- 
ernment in the world while it retained the atfec- 
tions of our people, and the very weakest of all 
when they were alienated, It waserected all-pow- 
erful for good, in everything thatconcerns the gen- 
eral interest, and absolutely without any strength 
for the purposes of local or sectional oppression. 
The States were left in existence; and so long as 
their people continue to regard the General Gov- 
ernment as their Government, its powers are un- 
controlled and uncontrollable within themall, But 
if,on the ether hand—no matter from what cause 
—the people of any State come to look upon it as 
a Governmentno longer theirs, but one unfriendly 
to them, then, as I understand the Constitution, 
when that fact is made manifest, by the filling of 
all the departments of the State government with 
men determined to act upon that idea, the Fed- 
eral Government is actually without the means of 
doing any act within their limits, in a constitutional 
And is 
this a defect? It would be, indeed, a defect, and 
a great one, in a despotic Government which ac- 


| knowledges the existence of no rights in opposi- 
| tion to itsown will. Idoubt if it will ever be con- 


sidered so by those who hate oppressionand who 
desire that existing rights shall never be violated 
Will you not, then, pause in the careerupon which 
you seem about to enter, and, if you cannot bring 
yourselves to consent to an adjustment of our sec- 
tional differences, at least determine to make the 
separation now taking piace between the sections 
peaceful ? 

To-day, sir, there are but six States that have 
seceded. ‘To-morrow, perhaps, another State will 
be added tothatnumber. But if those gentlemen 
who take the views of their duty, to which I have 
alluded, and pursue the course which we are 
induced to believe from their remarks they will 
attempt, where will itend? In afewshort weeks 
the Navy of the United States may be made use 
of to blockade our ports. In a few short weeks 
the military power of the United States may be 
made use of for the purpose of taking possession 


|| of portions of our auiems What then? Let 
| me tell these gentlemen that 


the blockade of a 
southern port is war; that the entry of an army 
into the territory of aseceding State is war. ‘Then 
a new condition of things will be seen. The first 
blow struck will cause the spirit of southern 
navoneliey to leap from the very hearts of her 
eopie. 
F r. SICKLES. Will the gentleman from Lou- 











isinna yield to an interruption? I promise to be 
brief. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I will hear the gentleman. | 

Mr. SICKLES. As the gentleman is disposed | 
to discuss the question of war and peace, and as 
he discusses*every question with signal ability, I 
desire to inquire of him, if blockade be an act of 
war, whether, in his judgment, war has notalready 
been initiated by measures of a yet more aggress- 
ive character,namely, the seizure of United States 
forts, of public vessels of war of the United States, 
and the spoliation of the mint and the public 
moneys of the United States? If that be so, then | 
are not the measures of the Government of which | 
he has spoken essentially defensive in their char- 
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Mr. TAYLOR. I have said if the United States 
send ships to blockade our ports, and if the armies 
of the United States invade the soil of the seced- 
ing States, that would be war; and that when the 
first blow is struck, the spirit of southern nation- 
ality will leap from the hearts of the southern 
people, ‘‘ like Pallas all armed;’’ and that State 
after State will array themselves under her guid- 
ance, until every southern State will be banded 
together to maintain that independence which all 
will have declared, and to vindicate the right of 
their people to exercise for themselves all the 
powers of self-government. When that blow is 
struck, gentlemen, let me tell you, whatever you 


|| may think to the contrary, that the people of the 


acter,and rendered ineyitable,imperativeupon the || State of Maryland, in which the first act was 
people and the Government of the United States, || done which led to the formation of the existing 


in protection of their dignity, their rights, and || 


their honor? 


Mr. TAYLOR. I regret that the gentleman || 


from New York has asked the question he has, 
because it will only compel me to extend further 
the remarks I rose to submit. I say to him, as | 
I would say to all, in the spirit of frankness, that | 
when this Congress came together, and it became | 
unmistakably manifest that it was the determina- | 
tion of the southern people, of a portion of the | 
United States, under the influence of what they 
conceived to be aggressions upon their rights— | 
under the influence of apprehensions which they 

entertained with respect to their future quiet and | 
security—to have recourse to the right of revolu- 
tion; upon this floor, and in the other end of the 
Capitol, declarations were made which were equiv- | 
alent to the assertion of a right and of a determ- 
ination, on the part of a majority of these States, 
to hold the southern people in subjection; to re- 
duce them to acondition worse, worse by far, than 
thatunder which the people of Ireland groaned for 


1 
centuries, and under which India now groans at | 


the footstool of British power; then, sir 





Mr. SICKLES. If the gentleman will permit 
me, I will call his attention back to the point I 


| 
made, | 
i 


Mr. TAYLOR. I prefer not to yield. 


Mr. SICKLES. I understand the gentleman | 


to decline to yield to me. 


Under the circumstances in which they then 


Government, will come tothe rescue. The sons 
of Virginia, the mother of States and of statesmen, 
will come to the rescue. And the children of 
Kentucky, the dark and bloody ground, will come 
to the rescue. When that blow is struck, North 
Carolina will awake; and from her mountains 
and her valleys will stream that people who have 
never yet failed to hear the calls of duty, or the 
demands of honor. Tennessee will send forth her 
thousands filled with the memories of the patri- 
otic dead whose remains now repose in her soil— 
the hero of the last war—Andrew Jackson. And 
even the hardy pioneers of Missouri, one of the 
younger of the sisters, will, like their own mighty 
river when at the flood, rush to the assistance of 
their southern brethren; and then such a conflict 


| asthis world has never yet witnessed will be upon 


us. Fields which are now filled with men en- 
gaged in the employments of ordinary life will be 
trenched with the march of war, and every hill- 
side will be the scene of combat, and thé streams 
of every valley will run with blood. But I will 
not look upon the horrid picture which a swift- 
coming future may but too soon, perhaps, force 


For myself, it is my purpose now to withdraw 
from this body,and to return to my home in Lou- 
isiana. I have no desire or wish, when I arrive 
there, of taking any partin the proceedings of the 


| 
upon the unwilling gaze. 
| 


day. It is my intention to live in quiet at my 


of life; but if that day of war comes, then I, as 


|| 
Mr. TAYLOR. I prefer not to yield. | own home, and pursue the ordinary occupations 


stood, if it were their serious purpose to assert || one of the people of Louisiana, shall feel it to be 


the right of revolution, and to take the attitude of 


sovereign States, as an incident to the exercise || 
of that right, it was also their duty to see that | 
these fortresses, which had been erected upon | 


their soil, not for the purpose of holding them in 
obedicnee, but for the purpose of repulsing for- 
eign invaders from our shores—it was their duty, 
I say, to prevent these fortresses and armaments 
from being made use of by those men, who held 
to so monstrous a doctrine, for the purpose of 
effecting their subjugation. 

Mr. SPINNER. I makea point of order upon 
the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 will conclude in a few min- 
utes, 

Mr. SPINNER. I make the point of order; 
and | insist on it. I want to know whether it is 
competent for a member, sworn to support the 
Constitution of the United States, to stand upon 
the floor of the House of Representatives and 
boldly avow, advocate, and justify treason to the 
United States, and to defend the stealing of Uni- 
ted States forts, United States arsenals, United 
States hospitals, and United States ships? I make 
the point of order, and I want it decided. 


man’s point of order. 


| my duty to take up arms in her defense; and I 

say to you now, gentlemen, though within the 
limits of that State there are stil] a portion of her 
people who desire a continuance of the Union, if 
that be possible, upon such a basis as would be 
| just and right to the South, that if that dread day 
comes, there will not be found upon her soil one 
single man who will not be ready to meet the in- 
vaders of his country, and to shed his blood in 
her defense. 

Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives, | now bid you farewell. But 
I do not leave you entirely without hope that 
these unhappy differences may yet be adjusted in 
| such a manner as will lead to the reconstruction 
of the Union on such a basis as will make it per- 
petual. For one, I cannot yet believe that the 





|| American people have so far forgotten the great 


principles of true republicanism, under whose in- 
| fluence they arrived at such a pitch of greatness, 
as not to be willing to do that which is right and 
| just in order to restore the Federal Government 

to the old condition, and thus insure its perpetu- 
ation to the remotest posterity. If, unhappily, 
however, the hope I entertain should not be real- 


because of a perversion of the public mind of the 


Mr. RUST. Let the Chair decide the gentle- | ized, because of the existence of the om ower; 


Mr. SPINNER. The gentleman from Lou- 





isiana avows, I believe, that he is no longer a | 


member of this House; yet he justifies in this 
House the spoliation of property of this Govern- 
ment. Is it competent for him to stand here and 








North to such a degree that it will no longer tol- 
erate the principles of genuine republicanism, or 
permit the exercise of the right of self-government 
by any other but themselves, then indeed I can 


| 
| say that I have been deceived in my judgment of 


defend acts of insult and disgrace to this Govern- || the American people. 


ment? 

The SPEAKER. The House should have 
considered that when consent was given to the 
gentleman from Louisiana to submit his remarks. 

Mr. SPINNER. The House yielded to a per- 
sonal explanation. They had no idea he would 
indulge in the remarks he has. 

Mr. RUST. I call the gentleman from New 
York to order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Let the gentleman 
proceed to take his farewell from us. 





| Under the influence of that hope I shall bid you 


| 
} 


farewell, in the expectation that we may yet meet 
together in these Halls. If we do, why then 
‘* we’ll smile.’’ But if that hope is disappointed, 
and we are to hereafter stand in hostile ppposition 
toeach other, then, to continue the a which 
the poet has put into the mouth of the great Ro- 
man, on taking leave of his friend, upon the eve 
of that conflict which was to determine whether 
freedom should continue to exist in the Roman 
world, or her peeple should be delivered over to 
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the iron rule of imperial domination exerteg 
through the forms of their old republican institu. 
tions, [ can only say: 
“This parting was well made.”? 

Mr. BOULIGNY obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
gentleman from Louisiana will proceed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. (Cries of «No» 
**No!”’ all over the Hoss 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If the gentleman 
will withdraw his objection, we will grant him 
consentto speak when he takes his leave. {Laugh- 


ter. 
ir, LOVEJOY. I will withdraw my objec- 
tion, provided itis to be a Union speech. (Laugh- 


ter. 

itr. BOULIGNY. I take this occasion to ex- 
press my regret that I am not able to agree with 
the honorable Senators from my State, and with 
my colleague who has just taken his seat, [Mr, 
Tayor,] although I entertain the greatest regard 
for their opinions. In the outset, permit me to say 
that until a few moments ago, | was in the same 
condition with my colleague, not having received 
official information of the passage of the ordinance 
of secession by the convention of my State. Nor 
have I received from the Legislature of my State, 
now in session, any information of the passage 
by that body of a resolution instructing her Sen- 
ators, or requesting her Representatives, to with- 
draw from Congress. For one, although I re- 
spect that body, I shall not obey its request. | 
was not elected by that body, and I have nothing 
to do with it, or it with me. 

In reference to the convention, I will say that 
I respect that body, as I do the Legislature of my 
State. Many of its members are my personal 
and intimate friends; but I think they have shown 
discourtesy tome when they have noteven thought 
proper to send me a copy of their ordinance of 
secession; certainly, I shall pay it no attention 
until it is communicated to me. anganer.) 

Mr. Speaker, there is another reason which 
compels me to differ with the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of my State. I am the only member 
of Congress from Louisiana who was elected as 
an American Union man. To those principles I 
shall stand forever. (Great applause in the gal- 
leries.] 

Again: when I came here, I took the oath to 
sustain the Constitution of the United States. 
What does that mean? Does not the Constitu- 
tion of the United States mean the Union of the 
United States? I so understand it; and to that 
oath I shall adhere firmly to the end. Whenever 
I am instructed by my immediate constituents, 
and am requested by them to withdraw from Con- 
gress, I shall comply with those instructions as 
soon as they are received. Then, and not until 
then, I shall resign; and after resigning my posi- 
tion here, I shall yet be a Union man, and stand 
under the flag of the country which gave me birth. 
{Great applause in the galleries and on the floor. | 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The business next in order 
is the Senate amendments to the deficiency bill. 
The amendments will be read and considered in 
their order. 

First amendment of the Senate: 

For the compensation and mileage of Senators, $13,000. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a concur- 
rence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


For the contingent expenses of the Senate, “ for miscel- 
laneous items,” $3,000. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a concur- 
rence in that amendment, with an amendment, as 
follows: 

For contingent expenses of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, namely: 

or additional police for the Capitol, payable by the Sen- 
ate, $1,096 97; and for additional police for the Capitol, 
payable by the House of Representatives, $1,096 97. 

‘0 supply deficiencies in the appropriation for taking the 
eighth census, $437,000. 

or expenses of. select committee appointed under the res- 
olution of the House of Representatives of 24th December, 
1860, $5,000; and for expenses of select committee made by 
order of the House of Representatives of 9th of January, 
1861 000, making $8,000; and that the said sum shall 
be to the miscellaneous item of the contingent fund 
of the House. 
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861. 


For expenses of removing the office of the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury to the apartments assigned in Winder’s 
puilding, and for cleansing, .repairing, and furnishing the 
same, $3,508 55. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was con- 
curred in. 


Third amendment: 


‘Vo enable the Secretary of the Navy to carry out the con- 
ditional contract made by him with the Chiriqui Improve- 
ment Company and Ambrose W. Thompson on the 2lst 
dav of May, 1859, for the purpose of securing to the United 
States certain valuable privileges and rights specified in 
said contract; and which said contract is hereby approved, 
$300,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Thatamend- 
ment was, I believe, disagreed to by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment was non- 
concurred in by the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The question now is, 
«* Will the House concur in the amendment?”’ | 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 43, nays 12]; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Thomas L. An- 
derson, Barr, Barret, Bouligny, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, 
Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, 
James Craig, Dimmick, Edmundson, Etheridge, Ferry, 
Florence, Foster, Gilmer, Hatton, Hindman, Jenkins, Lar- 
rabee, Maclay, Mallory, McKenty, Montgomery, Laban 
'. Moore, Noell, Peyton, Quarles, Scott, Sickles, Sinims, 
William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Woodruff, 
and Woodson—43. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al- 
ley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Avery, Babbitt, Beale, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbeli, Carey, Coburn, 
Conkling, Conway, Corwin, Burton Craige, H. Winter 
Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Edger- 
ton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Frank, French, Garnett, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, Hamilton, Haskin, Hoard, Holman, William A. How- 
ard, Hughes, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Logan, Long- 
neeker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McClernand, McKean 
McKnight, Millson, Millward, Moorlread, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Isaac N.Morris, Morse, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Pottie, 
Pryor, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, Rust, 
Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Thomas, ‘Tompkins. 
Train, Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Vandever, Verree, 
Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C.Washburn, Ellibu 
B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Wins'ow, Wood, and Wright—121. 

So the amendment of the Senate was disagreed 
to. 

During the call, 

Mr. MAYNARD (when his name was called) 
said: Mr. Harris, of Maryland, I am informed 
bya friend, is detained from the House this morn- 
ing; and, at his request, I have agreed to pair with 
him on this vote. He would have voted in the 
affirmative, and I in the negative. 

Mr. MORSE (when his name was called) said: 
[am in favor of this measure, properly guarded 
and restricted; but I think the Senate amendment 
quite too loose; and I therefore vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. SEDGWICK stated that he had paired off 
upon this question with Mr. McPuerson. 

Mr. CAREY stated that Mr. Trzaker was 
absent in consequence of sickness in his family, 
and had informed him that he was paired with 
some gentleman; but whether generally, or upon 
this question only, he could not say. 

Mr. TRAIN stated that Mr. Rice was confined 
to his house - indisposition. 

Mr. PETTIT stated that he had been absent 
from the House for two weeks in consequence of 
indisposition. 

Mr. PENDLETON announced that Mr. Mar- 
TIN, of Ohio, was confined to his room by indis- 
position; and also, that Mr. Curtis was engaged 
in attendance on the convention now sitting in 
this city as one of the commissioners of the State 
of lo wa, 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred upon 
agreeing to the fourth amendment of the Senate, 
Which is as follows: 


! 


To enable the Superintendent of *he Public Printing to | 


carry into effe 


ct the provisions of the joint resolution in 
relation to t 


$135 he Public Printing, approved June 23, 1860, 
§ $9,000: Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall 
© expended until the title to the property purchased shall 


ave been exami : 
of the United oe approved by the Attorney General 











amendment. 
| Mr. STANTON demanded the yeas and nays 
|| on agreeing to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 67; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, Barr, Barret, 
Blair, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Case, Coburn, John 
Cochrane, Conway, Corwin, James Craig, Dawes, Delano, 
| Dimmick, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Florence, Fouke, 
| Gooch, Graham, Gurley, Hale, Hamilton, Haskin, Helmick, 
| Hoard, William A. Howard, Hughes, Irvine, Junkin, Kill- 
| inger, Lee, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, McKean, Mc omy? 
Milson, Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Phelps, Quartes, 
John H. Reynolds, Riggs, Christop.; + Robinson, Scott, 
Scranton, Sherman, Sickles, William \. il. Smith, Spauld- 
ing, Spiueer, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Train, 
Vallandi: iam, Van Wyck, Verree, Etlihu B. Washburne, 
Webster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, and 
Woodruff—8s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, William C. Anderson, Avery, 
Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blake, Bocock, Brown, Burch, 
| Burnett, Campbell, Carey, John B. Clark, Conkling, Bur- 
ton Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Eth- 
eridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Foster, Garnett, Gilmer, John 
T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Holman, Jenkins, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lo- 
gan, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Elbert 8. Martin, May- 
nard, McClernand, Laban T’. Moore, Isaae N. Morris, Pen- 
dleton, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. 
Reynolds, Royce, Rust, Simms, Stanton, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Thomas, Tompkins, Vance, Vandever, Wade, 


RTE 





Woodson, and Wright—67.” 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. SPINNER (when his name was called) 
| said: I find that this is an appropriation to pay 
this amount under a contract made in pursuance 
of a law of last session. I therefore vote “ ay.’’ 

Mr. HOARD (when his name was called) said: 
I wish to say that, but for the existing law, which 
I think imposes on us an obligation to carry out 
this contract, I should vote ‘‘no.”’ I vote **ay.”’ 

Mr. IRVINE (when his name was called) said: 
Understanding this to be an executed contract on 
the part of the Government, and that it is a mere 
question as to the time when the payment shall 
be made, I vote ‘*ay.”’ 

Mr. HINDMAN said: I have been in the habit, 
latterly, of voting with our colored friends for all 
extravagant appropriations, in the hope of sink- 
ing this Government irretrievably; but there is a 
little too much rascality about this, and I vote 
‘‘ne.” 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The action of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, in regard to the remaining 
amendments of the Senate, was then concurred in. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the sev- 
eral votes by which the amendments of the Senate 





table. 
, The latter motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House reports 
:| from the Court of Claims, numbered from 271 to 
276; which were placed upon the Private Calen- 
dar, and ordered to be printed. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the legislative, 
| executive, and judicial appropriation bill, and the 
consular and diplomatic appropriation bill, re- 
| turned from the Senate with amendments, were 
| taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to the 
ays and Means. 


| Committee of 
SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 





the Union recommended a non-concurrence in the 


Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Windom, | 


} 
| 
| were severally agreed and disagreed to; and also | 














| 


| 
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temporary, or, otherwise, shall be appointed, employed, or 


continued in employment in Washington Territory, except 
only the three agents and two sub-agents provided tor by 
existing law, and the additional agents provided by this act. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment was 


' so moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COLFAX. I now call up the House bill 
No, 950, in relation to the postal service, which 
was postponed till to-day. 


INDIAN TRUST FUND BONDS. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana allow me to offer a resolution for 
reference merely ? 

Mr. COLFAX. Certainly. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Let it be read by its 
title; and if objection be made, | will withdraw it. 

There being no objection, a joint resolution 
making prevision for the recovery of certain 
bonds sboneine to the Indian trust fund, and for 
other purposes, was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the select committee of five on that 


; Subject. 


JOHN ROGERS. 


Mr. STOKESasked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the House to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole House from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 924, granting a pension to John 
Rogers, of Tennessee. 


POSTAL SERVICE. 


Mr. COLFAX. I now call up House bill No 
950, in relation to the postal service. — 

The bill was taken up for consideration. Its 
preamble recites that in several States of the Union 
the judges, district attorneys, and marshals, com- 
missioned by the Government of the United States 
for said States, having resigned their offices, and 
it appears impracticable, in consequence of revo- 
lutionary proceedings therein, to fill the vacancies 
thus created; that the Government of the United 
States is thus without any means of collecting or 
enforcing in such States the payment of the postal 
revenues from the officers collecting the same, or 
of punishing violations of the postal laws com- 
mitted by robberies of the mails or otherwise, or 
of enforcing the performance of mail contracts. It 
therefore enacts that in all States, which are or may 
hereafter be situated as above, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral is hereby directed to discontinue the postal 
service for such period of time as in his judgment 
the public interests may require, and shall report 
his action to Congress. 

Mr. COLFAX. I stated to the gentleman from 
North Carolina the other day that before I should 
ask the House to vote on this bill I would give 
him the opportunity of being heard. In compli- 
ance with that promise, I now yield him the floor, 
with the understanding that I shall have it after 
he gets through. 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Indiana 





was kind enough, on Thursday last, when this 
bill came up in its regular order, in consequence 
of a representation from me that I was engaged 
on the select committee of five, and could not be 
present, to postpone it till to-day. I desire to 
make a few remarks in regard to this bill, and I 
shall offer an amendmeni to it before I take my 
seat. 

Itseems to me mostextraordinary, Mr. Speaker, 
that a bill of the character of this, proposing to 
deprive the people of a large number of the States 
of the Union of their mail facilities, on the ground 
that the laws in relation to the mail service in 
those States cannot be executed, should be passed 
without Congress being informed by the commit- 
tee proposing it, or by the Post Office Depart- 
ment, that any obstructions exist in these States 
to the execution of those laws. We are informed 
that the Post Office laws have been, up to the 
present time, uniformly and faithfully executed 
and obeyed in the State of South Carolina. The 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, || Postmasters in that State are regularly collecting 
e || the postage revenues, and accounting for them to 


by unanimous consent, House bill No. 181, ‘‘ to 
de for a superintendent of Indian affairs for 
| Washington Territory, and additional Indian 
| agents,’’ was taken from the Speaker’s table. 
| The following amendment, made by the Senate, 
} was concurred in: 

| 


Add at the end of the second section of the bill, as fol- 





. lows : 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of || Provided, That no agent or sub-agent, cither special or 


| 
| 


] the Government. 


We have not been informed 
| by the chairman of the Post Office Committee that 
| any robberies of the mail have been committed 
| in that State, or any other offense committed 
against the Post Office laws, that have not been 
amply and entirely punished, or that there are 
means there in existence for punishing. When- 
ever such a case occurs, and when this House 
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is informed that the Post Office laws cannot 
be executed in the seceding States in conse- 
quence of the want of officers of the courts, it wiil 
be time enough for us to consider whether any 
legislation is necessary by Congress to meet the 
emergency. No one knows better than the chair- 
man of the Post Office Committee, that whenever 
any obstructions do exist there, or whenever, 
from any cause, the Postmaster General finds it 
to be to the public interest to discontinue the mail 
service in those States, he is vested with power, | 
under existing laws, to discontinue it at his pleas- 
ure. He can discontinue the mail service in every 
neighborhood, in every State, in every county, 
in which he finds that, from any cause, the laws 
for the protection of the mails cannot, or will not, 
be executed. We have already provided amply 
for all the mischiefs that are likely to arise in 
those States; and if any unforeseen difficulties 
occur, it is not necessary for us to pass a broad 
law that shall strike all the people of an entire 
section of the Union. The Dcctanssied General 
can adjust his remedy to the difficulty that exists. 
He can discontinue the mails in those States or 
neighborhoods where the Post Office laws cannot 
be executed. But the chairman of the Post Office 
Committee proposes now, not to confine the blow 
to those who offend against law, but also to make | 
those who are inoffensive, and who are ready to 
obey every behest of the law, responsible for the 
misdeeds of others, 

Mr. Speaker, we must treat these States either 
as being in the Union or out of the Union. If they 
are in the Union, if the Post Office Committee 
acknowledge them to be in the Union, then I sub- 
mit that it is a most ungracious act to withdraw 
from them all the beneficent laws of the Union, and 
Lo impose upon them only such of its laws as inflict 
burdens and injuries on them. If they are inthe 
Union, they are entitled to equal postal facilities 
with the other portions of the United States. If, 
however, that committee are of the opinion that 
these States are out of the Union, and are pre- 
nared to acknowledge them as being out of the 
eine, then I have not a word to say against 
it. I do not know a form in which the inde- 
pendence of those States can be recognized any 
better than by withdrawing from them the postal 
iacilities of the Government. If such be the ob- 





ject of the Post Office Committee in proposing this 


bill, L can only say that I think they are a little 
premature. I myself am not yet prepared to with- | 
draw the laws of the Union from those States, 
however much I am opposed to attempt to exe- 
cute those laws at the point of the sword or at 
the cannon’s mouth. If it is intended by this bill 
to recognize the independence of those States, I | 
will not argue it with the chairman of the Post 
Office Committee at all. He and his friends may 


take their own course in regard to it. If they will || 


acknowledge the independence of those States, 
that will, at least, give us security against what 
I regard as the greatest ill that can befall our race | 
on this continent—that is, civil war. 
But, sir, there is a point of view in which I may | 
and will enter my protest against this bill. Is | 
the gentleman from Indiana aware that, through | 
all that section of country in which these seceded 
States lie, there exists the most intimate relation- 
ship and the largest and most intimate intercourse 
between the people of States that have seceded 
and of those that have not?) In North Carolina 
and Virginia, you cannot go into a neighborhood 
that is not bound to the people of those seceding | 
States by the tenderest of ties. You can scarcely 
go into ahousehold from which some member 
has net gone and settled in some of those seceded 
States, Our business relations are also of the 
most intimate character. | know that in the State 
of North Carolina there is not a county, and 
scarcely a neighborhood, where there are not 
loyal and faithful citizens of this Republic who 
have large property in the States that have se- 
ceded. Does the gentleman from Indiana pro- 
pose, in order to punish those States, to inflict | 
punishment also on us? Shall not my constitu- | 
ent, who is loyal and true to the Union, be allowed | 
to receive communication in regard to his plant- | 


ing interests in the States of Mississippi or Ala- 
bama, because those States have seceded? Do 
you propose to involve us in the 
which you inflict on our brothers ? 

can only inform you that, if you regard it as a 
Union-saving measure, you will find it prove to 


unishment || f 
f you do, I || men, do not propose to cut off any of these facil- | 


| be anything elce. 


| that are now steadfastly in it. 


| the other proposes to vest in the President the 


— 





| particle of spirit about them, neither armies nor | 


equally with Mississippi? How long will it be 


| that if this bill passes and you attempt to execute 


| 








Because Mississippi secedes | 
from the Union, is North Carolina to be punished 


before you bring in laws here to make it criminal, | 
verhaps to make it constructive treason, for us to | 
ee the members of our households in those | 
States? You do not propose that we shall com- | 
municate with them. A citizen of Virginia can- || 
not write to his brother or his father who is in | 
the State of Mississippi. If you can do that, why 
can you notalso, as a means of coercing and pun- 
ishing these people for what you call their act of | 
rebellion, declare that their brothers shall not even || 
love them without being guilty of constructive || 
treason? | 

| 

| 





I assure the honorable gentleman from Indiana | 
that, if his object is to bring back into the Union || 
the States that have seceded, his measure is not || 
only unnecessary, but it is mischievous. If you || 
pass such a law as this, and execute it, and fol- | 
low it out, you may drive out of the Union States | 


Mr. Speaker, I cannot but think that this bill || 
is ill-considered, or not considered atall. I know || 
itis ill-advised. You have raised a special com- | 
mittee of five, to which you have referred the || 
whole subject growing out of the secession of || 
States. ‘That committee have reported two bills || 
that are now upon your table. One of ihem | 
proposes to cut off their commerce and de- | 
stroy their intercourse commercially with all the | 


world, except the people of the northern States; 


power to call out the Army and Navy; to call 
for volunteers; and not confining him even within 
your own limits, he may hire as many Hessians 
and Swiss as he can hire in Europe to assist in 
reducing to submission the seceding States, and 
in taking possession of the public property now 
in their hands. These two bills, if passed into 
laws, must certainly satisfy those who are most 
vengeful against these States. If they become 
laws, and you can succeed in executing them at 
the point of the bayonet, I think every_one will 
admit that these States will have been sufficiently 
yunished for what you call their act of rebellion. 
Why come in with this bill, notaimed at citizens 
of these States alone, but involving in its conse- 
quences the citizens of other States that have not 
seceded, and are not expected to secede? I said 
it was ill-advised and unconsidered; that the Post | 
Office Committee could not have looked at this 
bill in all its bearings, or they would have inserted 
some provisions to prevent these consequences 
to which I allude. I know the bill was intro- | 
duced into the House on one day, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and reported back to the House, I believe, on the | 
very nextday. The committee, therefore, could 
not have given it very much consideration. If | 
they had not been in such hot haste to cut off the 
privileges of these seceding States; if they had 
taken a little more time to consider it, they could, 
perhaps, have brought forward something that, 
while it inflicted chastisement upon the seceding | 
States, would have also protected the States that 
have not seceded. 

I can assure gentlemen, I can assure the House, 





its provisions, | do not believe that by any law | 
you can pass, or any measures of adjustment you 
can adopt, you can keep the people of Maryland, 





Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Ken- 
tueky within your Union. If you undertake to 
cut off intercourse and communication between 
them and the seceding States, if they have one 


anything else can keep them in the Union. I can 
write to England, and your Government will af- 


| ford facilities to convey my letter to its destina- 


| 


tion. The citizen of Massachusettscan write to his 
friend in Canada, and your laws furnish every 
guard againstany detention of his letter, and place 
every possible facility in his possession for com- 
municating with that friend. I can write to any 
part of the world, and my letter will be carried by 
my own Government, as far as its jurisdiction 
extends; and where its jurisdiction ceases, it se- 
cures, by negotiation with foreign Governments, 
still further guarantees for the transmission of 
my letter through other countries. You, gentle- 





ities from the commercial people of the North; 
but you come here with the measure which is now 
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under consideration, and propose to provide that 


| the cotton planter of my State and the sugar planter 
/in the State of Tennessee or Kentucky shall be 


prevented from communicating with hisown prop- 


| erty, at least on as favorable terms as he can com. 


municate with England, with Canada, or with 
Russia. Your bill meets not only the emergency 
that you say you have to provide for, but it goes 


| far beyond it. It not only punishes those who 
| have offended you, butit inflicts more serious pun- 
ishment still upon those whom you yet favor with 


your gracious protection. 

I tell the gentleman from Indiana, that if he 
passes this bill into a law, it cannot and never wi] 
be executed, in my opinion, on the State of North 
Carolina. He can take my declaration for what 
itis worth; that is my opinion. Before closing, 
I desire to offer an amendment, which I think wii! 
appear so obviously just that even the chairman 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
will not object to it. I move to add the following 
section: “ 


Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That after the mail ser. 
vice has been discontinued in any State or States under the 
provisions of the first section of this act, it shall be the duty 
of the Postmaster General, when notified that the inhabit. 


| ants or constituted authorities thereof have made arrange- 


ments for the transportation of mails at their own risk and 
expense, to enter into arrangements with them for the ex- 
change of mails and the reciprocal collection of postages, at 
least as favorable to them as the existing arrangements with 
Canada for similar purposes are to the Government and 
people of that province. 

Mr. COLFAX. I raise the question of order, 
that the motion to recommit is pending, and of 
course the bill is not susceptible of amendment. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understood the gentleman 
from Indiana to yield me the floor? 

Mr. COLFAX. I yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina for the purpose of 
addressing the House; but the gentleman from 
North Carolina is too familiar with the rules not 
to be aware that no motion to amend is in order 
while the motion to recommit is pending. 

Mr. BRANCH. Well, sir, if the motion to 
recommit is voted down, an amendment will be in 
order; and I hope I may have an opportunity of 
submitting this amendment. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, informing the 
House that the Senate has passed, without amend- 
ment, a bill of this House (No. 341) for the relief 
of Moses Meeker. 

Also that the Senate has passed an act (No. 
547) for the relief of St. Matthew’s Church, of 
the city of Washington; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Also that the Senate have concurred in the res- 
olution reported in part by the joint committee to 
ascertain and report a mode of examining the 
votes for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and of notifying the persons elected 
of their election; and have appointed Mr. Trum- 
BULL the teller on their part. 


COUNTING OF VOTES FOR PRESIDENT. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
consent of the House to take up the message from 
the Senate which has just been received, in refer- 
ence to counting the votes for the President and 
Vice President elect, and act upon it. 

There being no objection, the message was taken 
from the Speaker’s table and read, as follows: 


In SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
February 5, 1861. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the joint committee appointed to 
ascertain and report a mode for examining the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States, and no- 
tifying the persons elected of their election, submitted a 
report, in part, accompanied by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in the 
Chamber of the House of Representatives on Wedesday, 
the 13th day of February, 1861, at twelve o’clock, and the 
President of the Senate shall be the Presiding Officer; that 
one person be appointed a teller on the part of the Senate 
and two on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
make a list of the votes as they shall be declared ; that the 
result shall be delivered to the President of the Senate, who 
shall announce the state of the yote, and the persons elected, 
to the two Houses, assembled as aforesaid, which sliall be 
deemed a declaration of the persons elected President and 
Vice President of the United States, and, together with a 
list of the votes, be entered on the Journals of the two 
Houses. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to con- 
sider the said resolution, and agreed thereto. = 

Ordered, That the teller on the part of the Senate be 
appointed by the President of the Senate. 

And Mr. TrumBu.t was appointed. 

Attest: ASBURY DICKIN®, Seeretary- 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the report be concurred in on the part of the 
House; and that the Speaker be authorized to 
appoint two members as tellers. 

The motion was agreed to. 


POSTAL SERVICE—-AGAIN. 


Mr.SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, there is a legal 
necessity for the passage of a bill of this charac- 
ter. There is no power in any of the seceding 


States to protect the mails of the United States. | 


There is no power in any of the seceding States 


’ ed , 3 
to punish any criminal offense which may be per- 


petrated upon the mails. As there are no courts 
there which would entertain jurisdiction of any 
offense charged to have been committed in any of 
the seceding States, therefore, ex necessitate rei, 
the Government of the United States must either 
subject the mails to the hazard of every oo 
trespass and depredation, or else withhold them 
from those seceding States. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. SICKLES. With pleasure. 

Mr. HINDMAN. While I shall vote for this 
bill, acknowledging as it does independence of the 
seceding States, yet, sir, my impression is that in 
the seceding States the laws of the United States 
not specially declared null and void are expressly 
continued in force. 

Mr. SICKLES. My attention has not yet 
been called to that extraordinary inconsistency. 
I have yet to hear of the principle upon which a 


sovereign State asserts its independence, and still | 


allows the laws of a foreign jurisdiction to be en- 
forced within its boundaries; and I trust that no 
State holding the dignified attitude which these 
States claim, either as members heretofore of this 
Union oras independent States, will occupy such 
a position, 

Mr. HINDMAN, 
rupt the gentleman unnecessarily. 
derstand it is the intention of the seceding States 


that the United States shall enforce its laws within | 


their limits; but those laws having been enacted, 
and they having previously submitted to their 
enforcement within their jimits, they, of their 
own act, and by their own authority, provide for 
their future enforcement until such time as they 
shall deem fit to declare their repeal. In that I 
see nothing derogatory to their assumption of 
authority. 

Mr.SICKLES. The gentleman from Arkansas 
is a good lawyer; and 1 am quite confident, if he 
were intrusted with the defense of a person ac- 
cused of a crime upon the mails of the United 


States, and the indictment was drawn in the State | 


of Louisiana, charging that certain offenses had 
been committed by a citizen of that State, injur- 
ing the property of the Government of the United 
States, he would very speedily find the means of 
drawing ademurrer which could not be answered, 
and which would effectually screen any offender 
who might be guilty of a crime upon the public 
mails of this Government. I know, sir, that we 
can, by treaty, where we have recognized the inde- 
pendence of a State, provide for the security of 
our mails in the jurisdiction of a foreign State. 
But, Mr. Speaker, the independence of these 
States has not been recognized by this Govern- 
ment. It has not yet been recognized anywhere 
or by any Government. At least, it will be con- 
ceded that it is a question in abeyance. In that 
position the measure proposed is the only one 
consistent with principle. Certainly it cannot be 


objected to as a coercive proposition. Far from | 


it. As such I could not vote for it. It simply 


amounts to this: that you propose to suspend the | 


Operation of laws the enforcement of which is 
Impossible. We propose to withdraw from the 
Jurisdiction of a seceding State our property, 
wherein it is impossible to protect it. So far as 


this is a question to be considered with reference | 


to individual er inconvenience, the mer- 
chants of New York will suffer, in a pecuniary 


point of view, one hundred fold more than the | 
merchants of the South. The seceding States are 


indebted millions upon millions to the city of New 
York. A la rtion of this indebtedness is 


Wholly unavailable. Of the bills receivable, pay-| 


| 





I have no desire to inter- | 
I do not un- | 





able by the seceding States, which matured in | 


anuary and February, not twenty per cent. has | 


n paid. The balance of trade is entirely against 
€ seceding States, as we all know; and this is 
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| the very season of the year when the remittances, | when, before her secession, she seized upon the 


| if honorably met, are forwarded. They have not | 


|| viate the necessity of coercive measures, affirma- | 











| not be safe. I maintain, under existing legislation 


| ! 
| 


| be enforced and adequate protection given to the || 
mails without placing within the territorial juris- || 


| wherever the jurisdiction of the United States is | 


been met, I regret to know. But, sir, they would 


and in the present condition of relations between | 
the United States and the seceding States, that it 
would be most hazardous to forward remittances 


| between the seceding States and the remaining 
| States of the Union. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, as I have already remarked, 
I would not vote for this as a measure of coercion; 
but just so far as you can suspend the operation 
of your laws upon the seceding States, you ob- 


tively pressed by the Government of the United 
States. Pending these disastrous events, I would 
confine the Government of the United States strict- 
ly—as far as it is possible to do it consistent with 
the acts of the seceding States themselves—to a 
defensive line of policy, over the public property, | 
over the i em vessels, which are indisputably 
ours, and especially over those places where 
jurisdiction has been ceded to us by the south- 
ern States themselves+there 1 would maintain 
a strictly defensive attitude; and I would defend 
it firmly; I would defend it adequately; I would 
defend it without yielding to menaces, or to at- 
tempts at coercion from any quarter, whether it 


proceeded from the seceding States themselves, || 
or from the allies they may seek elsewhere. [Ap- || 


plause.]} 

But, with reference to affirmative measures of 
coercion to be adopted on the part of the Govern- | 
ment of the United States, there I would draw a 
broad and clear line of distinction; and especially 
in respect of laws the enforcement of which can 
only be accomplished through the aid of the magis- | 
tracy. Of these, sir, the postal laws form a dis- 
tinct class With respect to the revenue laws, 
they are not administered by internal machinery | 
—at least,to any considerable extent. They may | 
be enforced as General Jackson proposed to en- 
force them—by a ship-of-war lying off the harbor, 
and not encroaching upon the territorial jurisdic- 
tion of a seceding State. But the postal service | 
cannot besoenforced. The postal service cannot 


diction of a seceding State the armed power of the 
United States. I speak now especially with ref- 
erence to the absence of any power to protect the 
property or enforce the laws by means of the 
magistracy. 

The United States judges have resigned, and 
you cannot get a jury in any of these seceding 
States that would convict a man of an offense 
against a jurisdiction which they repudiated. | 
Wherever the flag of the United States cannot go; 





repelled and insulted; I would not trust the prop- 
erty of the United States. If the money, if the 
bullion in the mint at New Orleans is not safe | 
from spoliation; if they are willing in Louisiana | 
to imitate the Mexican policy of spoliation upon | 
property, how, sir, could you intrust your mails, 
with the property of your citizens, with the dis- | 
patches of your Government, within the same 
jurisdiction? Youcannot do it. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Willthe gentleman, under 
the head of spoliation, be kind enough to explain 
the recent proceeding in New York city, in which 
the property of southern men was pillaged ? 

Mr. SICKLES. I have yet to bears that the 
arms to which the gentleman alludes belong to 
southern men. No claimant has appeared, and I 
am glad to know it. Mr.Toomss, lamreminded, 
sent a telegraphic dispatch of an ere 
character to the Mayor of New York, to which 


he sentareply equally extraordinary. [Laughter.]*| 


If I had been the Mayor of New York, 1 would | 
have sent a different answer to the message of | 
Mr. Tooms§, and especially in view of the men- 
ace which was at the end of it; for he told the 
Mayor of New York that it was important for | 
New York that he should know whether the act 
was justified. The loyalty of New York to south- 
ern citizens should have been exempt from that in- 
sult. Iff had been Mayor of New York, I would, 
in the name of New York, have repelled it, and 
have sent this answer: ** The authorities of New 
York had no information whether or not those 
arms were to be used in an insurrection of the | 
character which John Brown initiated, or of the 
character which the State of Georgia initiated, 





|| duty. 


forts and the arms of the United States; but, in 
either event, they were to be used, as we believed, 
for the purposes of insurrection, and therefore, 
in the preservation of the public peace, I seized 
them, and will hold them against all comers,”’ 
| [Applause in the galleries.} I would have sent 
that answer to Mr. Toomns; and I regret that the 
Mayor of New York was so unmindful of what 
was due to my city and to his own position, as 
to have sent the craven answer to which he ap- 
pended his name. 

But to resume the current of my argument at 
the point where I yielded to the interruption of 
my friend from Arkansas. Let us not, ata crisis 
like this, confound ideas. Letus not confuse our 
»roceedings by a failure to discriminate carefully 
bereesh what we may rightfully do in the dis- 
charge of our duty and what would be cruel and 
| unwise to do in yielding to passions. To admin- 
| ister this Government, to protect its property, to 
guard its mails, to hold the scales of justice even 
and true as between those who are and those who 
| are not in harmony, can never be coercion, but it 
| is the simple and honest discharge of our sworn 
To that extent I would go; no further. 
| The President of the United States has solemnly 
| announced to the people of this country that he 
will not adopt the policy of coercion. It has not 
been adopted. The Congress of the United States, 
in the presence of events which all concede to be 
| revolution, has abstained from any and every 
measure of coercion. Yet we have seen no re- 
he to this policy, which only escapes the 
charge of being pusillanimous, because it is con- 
ceived in forbearance, in fraternal affection, in 
the hope that peace may be restored; for if we 
were to accept a declaration that there shall be no 
appeal except to the sword, then, sir, none of us 
would like to be held responsible for tolerating a 
series of events which have reduced this Govern- 
| ment—if it were powerless, indeed, to prevent 
them or escape their consequences—to a condition 
among the nations of the earth as contemptible as 
that which it has heretofore occupied has been 
lofty. 

Now, sir, there has been no coercion attempted. 
On the contrary, every pledge expressed and im- 
| plied, so far as this Government is concerned, 

bad been given against it; and advantage has been 
| taken of those pledges and of that policy to de- 
grade our flag, to commit acts of spoliation upon 
our property; to repudiate our jurisdiction; to 
enable the Cabinets of Europe to sit in council, 
as they are sitting at this moment, not upon the 
sick man, Turkey, which they have had before 
them for years; but upon the paralyzed and im- 
potent United States of America, and to determ- 
ine what they will do, and what share they will 
appropriate to themselves in the dismemberment 
of the Confederacy, and in the confessed and 
demonstrated inability of the Government of the 
United States to make its jurisdiction respectable 
and respected. I would not like to be held respons- 
ible as one member of this body for such a state 
of things, if I did not excuse and palliate the for- 
bearance of the Government, and my own silence 
to this hour, upon the hope that such forbearance, 
while it might subject us to misconstruction else- 
where, while it has exposed the Government to 
acts disrespectful of its authority, which bring pain 
to the heart of every patriot in the land, would yet 
lead to peace and reconciliation, and that good 
would come out of it. 

Now, sir, with reference to the suggestion of 
| the distinguished gentleman from North Carolina 

deprecating the application of such a measure as 
this, upon his State, his loyal, his noble, his gal- 
lant State, or to the State of Maryland, or any 
other State which yet remains within the Union, 
where we have courts, where we have a ma- 
gistracy, where we have the means of enforcing 








|| the laws legitimately and regularly: why, sir, I 


venture to say, that no man in this House would 
be guilty of the offense and the insult to the loy- 
alty of those States, of thinking of such a propo- 
sition, Initsapplication,itcan only be extended, 
in the nature of things, to States which have by 
their own solemn act repudiated our jurisdiction, 
and deprived us of all possible means of protecting 
our property except by force of arms. 

Mr. BRANCH. I must have been singularly 
| unfortunate if the gentleman from New York un- 
| derstood me as saying that I apprehended this 
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: law would be executed in North Carolina by dis- | under existing laws, full power to discontinue the || other mint seized in Georgia, which is to be held ea 
i % continuing the mail service. What I said was ||‘service in all such cases as he has alluded to, by || for our benefit at some future day in the general = 
this, and the position which I took—and the one || abolishing the offices, or even discontinuing the || settlement. Now, that may be very proper, but * 
<i to which the gentleman from New York must | mail service entirely? I am not diSposed to put the mails in the same r 
: address himself, if he desires to reply tome—was, || Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the gentleman, || process of liquidation; because the receiyal|, = 
that when this law has been executed in the State | that there is evidence in the Post Office Depart- drafts and warrants on the sub-treasuries, ayq . 
of Mississippi, for instance, a citizen of North | ment that the mails are tampered with in the || warrants on the postmasters in the secediyo | 

a” Carolina, who has property in Mississippi,or who || States that claim to have seceded; and there is no || States, and all the machinery of the Governmey, by 
B has family connections in Mississippi, or who, || authority by which you can protect the letters || which relates to the public funds, would not be ale 

i from any other cause, has occasion to have com- | against being tampered with. A man may take || in a good condition of administration under such tal 

EY munication by letter with the State of Mississippi, || letters that do not belong to him from the mail, in || circumstances. / 

£ cannot have his letter transmitted to its destina- || the public streets, and open them, and there is no But, sir, to resume at the point where I yielded 
an tion, because, when it comes to the border of Mis- || tribunal before which he can be brought for that || to my esteemed friend from North Carolina, ang | 
sissippl, this Government refuses to carry it an offense. I will add that it is well known that the || to bring these remarks to a close, I want to cali | 
further itself, and will make no arrangement with || correspondence between this Government and || the attention of gentlemen again to these new wl 
Mississippi for carrying on such letter, as the |} Major Anderson, at Fort Sumter, was stopped by || phases which this movement, in the progress of its 
; merchant of New York has arrangements made || the authority of the Governor of South Carolina, || events, yielding entirely to the passions of the ga 
' for him, to carry his letters into the interior of || until the Governor saw fit to allow it to continue; || hour an repudiating reason, has assumed. [|p th 
Canada. and it is now continued only by his toleration. November it was peaceable secession. We cou|d St 
Mr. SICKLES. I am obliged to the gentle- Mr. SICKLES. I suppose, sir, that gentlemen || agree to that. Iam for it. In January, it was po 
man from North Carolina for calling my atten- || holding public stations, as postmasters, in those || forcible secession; and then, sir, your friends jy a | 
tion to the distinction which he has made. It es- || States, pay over whatthey receive tothe sub-Treas- || the North were transformed into timid apologists, Ill 
‘ caped my notice, though I gave his remarks that || uriesintheirvicinity; and then, sir,as we haveseen || In February, it is spoliation and war. And | ch 
: attention which I always pay to whatever falls || in Louisiana, the State authorities, after ithas been || say, in the presence of this new and last phase 1 
p from his lips. The argument, then, of the gen- || collected in one mass, appropriate it to the local || of the secession movement, that it can have no Tq 
tleman from North Carolina is one of mere per- | government. In that way,all the revenues from || friends in the North; it can have no apologists in ity 

y sonal inconvenience; but that does not operate || the postal service, and all the deposits belonging || the North; and there will soon be no exception thi 
3 upon North Carolina in any degree approaching || to the United States in those sub-Treasuries, are || to the general denunciation which it must en- ey 

the inconvenience which would operate upon my secured to the insurgent States. Now frequently, || counter from the loyal and patriotic citizens of this = 
own constituents. We send theusands of letters || sir, inthesub-Treasuriesand mints in those States, || country. Ce 
to Louisiana, Georgia, and Mississippi, where | a are large sty er = = a Wa STATE OF THE UNION. Be 
North Carolina sends one. I deprecate that in- || longing to private individuals, which are place . 
convenience; I regret it, and could wish it were | there upon deposit, or for coinage, or to beassayed, koe ee " sanlesget.s a ad 
otherwise; but it is unavoidable. By and by, || or to be stamped for exportation. We have no a artisans aor otal a hee 
should there be no reconciliation, should the peo- || means of protecting private or public property in 7 seentelidid dhs dineelch pana oat of co as 
ple of the different sections agree to separate, hav- || any of those States; and for the same reason that || | the distarbed conditi a I aati ates ich 
ing found it impossible to get along together—un- || I would have suspended the mint at New Orleans ts etnticitinn: tba Mar land (Mr He. — 
doubtedly, when that state of things arises, postal || a month ago, if a proposition had been brought eatihed te the Bese ry > SADGUES) was 
arrangements will be entered into, like the postal || forward for that purpose—because I could not : : 

, . . ic = . . Mr. HUGHES addressed the House for an 
conventions with foreign nations, like the postal || anticipate the security of the public and private hour. (His speech will be published in th 
convention which exists in the Zollverein, or like || property there—for that very identical reason I || 4 oo aiy i pe oe 
the postal arrangement which exists between this || will now, in view of these acts of spoliation, with- :. raian snadael Yas Rake 
country and Canada, and to which the gentleman || draw the mails froma jurisdiction where they are : ; ; 
refers. At the proper time, when the real char- not safe. MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. uta 
acter of our relations with these States becomes an | Mr. Speaker, we must not close our eyes to the A message in writing was received from the ‘ 
established fact, it would be folly to refuse toenter || new phases which events have successively put || President of the United States, by Mr. Gross- fi 
into convenient stipulations of the ordinary char- || upon the secession movement. It originated, sir, || ppexner, his Private Secretary. ; 
acter which enters into the conventions between || asa prone remedy for grievances. As such, it , it 

i: independent and distinct people. had thousands and tens WT iouenile of friends at LOAN BILL. b 

a jut that is not the question now. This Con- || the North who were disposed to meet it on mid- Mr. HOLMAN. As it wants but a few min- % 

kt gress is in no position to recognize anything but || way ground, and say, ‘‘1f you cannot abide with || utes of the hour when the House will take a re- mi 

be" the normal condition of these States; the Presi- || us, bitter as the lesson may be, we will yield to || cess, and as it might not be pleasant for the gen- f 
2} dent is in no condition to recognize any new rela- || your appeals for a separation.’’ That was the || tleman from Illinois to be interrupted in his speech 
1 tions. It must be derived from some new grant Romanian phase of the secession movement. In || at that time, I move that the House do now take 
; of authority, and in the mean time what will you || January it assumed a new attitude. No longer || a recess till seven o’clock. 

BA do? Will you make a failure of your Govern- || peaceable; no longer disposed to await the consent Several Members. That motion is not in order. ti 
$ ment? Will you preserve and enforce the respect || or even the deliberations of the Government; forci- Mr. SHERMAN. Thegentleman’s object can F 
. due to its flag, and give the protection which || ble possession was taken of our forts and arsenals || be accomplished by allowing me to call up the bd 
. rightfully belongs to its property, or not? That || and arms, and we were menaced, in advance, with || Joan bill with the Senate amendments, so that it bu 
; is the simple question. Certainly, sir, 1 am sure || all the terrors of civil war; our flag was insulted || can be disposed of in the morning. I will notask th 
that the chivalrous men who are leading this move- || and the authority of the Government contemned. || for a vote on it to-night. 

ment in the southern States will scorn to receive |} When this new phase of the secession movement There being no objection, House bill No. 792, as 
the benefits of our postal laws while they repudi- || was presented, those partisans of the southern || authorizing a loan, was taken up, and the Senate 
ate our revenue laws and insult our flag. They || cause who, up to December, defended it manfully, || amendments read. ha 
must mean one thing or another. They cannot || became only the apologists of the erring acts of Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways Be 
intend toremain, like Mohammed’s ceffin, between || their friends. In February, it assumes yet a new ||} and Means recommend non-concurrence with the 
Heaven and earth, neither in or out of the Union, || phase. I can only characterize itas the Mexican || Senate amendments. If they are non-concurred 
getting all the benefits that they can secure, and |; method of revolution. When Robles and Mira- || in, then they can go to a committee of conference. | 
subjecting us to all its burdens. What do they || monand Santa Anna are engaged in revolutionary || I would ask the vote to be taken upon them now, p 
say? They say they are willing to accept the || movements, anda Government conducta of specie || but that I am informed that the gentleman from as 
postal service, we paying for it; but they will not || comes within their reach, it is seized upon; and |} Missouri [Mr. Puexrs] desires to make some pe 
allow us to collect the revenue, which would go || they say, ‘* we will countevery dollar of the coin, || remarks upon them. th 
towards defraying the expenses. |} and when we settle our quarrel with you, why The SPEAKER. Then the understanding is, | 
Mr. BRANCH. 1 would ask the gentleman || then the money will all be safe, and we will pay || that this bill shall be taken up in the morning. [E 
from New York to specify in what State they || it over. ’ ? 
have refused to allow the calicasien of the retro | Mr. WINSLOW. I would ask the gentleman THE M CORMICK PATENT. ; mi 
from postages? || if he has any information that any money what- Mr. LOGAN. I ask to have put upon its pas- a 
Mr. SICKLES. Oh, sir; from postages? Ido | ever belonging to the Government of the United || sage a bill to which I am satisfied there will be no i 
not know. || States has been seized by the governments of the || objection. re 
Mr. COLFAX. With the gentleman’s per- || seceding States? Mr. STANTON. If the gentleman from Illi- oa 
mission, | will state that someof the postmasters | Mr. SICKLES. Yes, sir; I have it from the || nois will permit me, I have a matter here in which : 
in Alabama, when drafts have been drawn upon || Treasury Department. , he has as much interest as I, [tis a joint rese- én 
them by the Sixth Auditor of the Treasury forthe || Mr. WINSLOW. I speak now with reference || lution extending the time for taking testimony 0” of : 
Post Office Department, have answered that they || to the sub-treasuries. the application of Cyrus H. McCormick for ss 
would wait until they could ascertain the action || Mr. SICKLES. I speak of the bullion be- || extension of his patent. 1 wish to have it put = 
of their State before paying the drafts. | longing to the United States—about nine tons of || upon its passage. _ of 
Mr. BRANCH. Those are cases of individual || silver—seized the other day in New Orleans. The joint resolution was read a first and second a 
ostmasters; but I would ask the gentleman from || Mr. WINSLOW. Does the gentleman rely || time. It allows the further time of ninety days en 


ndiana, if he has any information that, in any 
instance, in the States that have attempted to se- 
cede, the public authorities have interfered with 
the collection of the revenue from postages? I 
would ask him this additional question, while I 
am up: whether the Postmaster General has not, 


upon newspaper reports? to parties interested in resisting the extension of | 
tMr. SICKLES. No: upon official information. |} the patent of Cyrus H. McCormick, for lis pa 
Mr. WINSLOW. ‘The sameas that published || tent reaper, or his improvements or modifications 
in the newspapers? of the same, to enable them to take testimony !P = 
Mr. SICKLES. Substantially the same; but || opposition to said extension, to be used belore 
worse, | am sorry to say. There has been an- || the Commissioner of Patents, on the hearing © 
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Id the application of said McCormick for the exten- Sir, I was one of the very few members of this || ican flag, and, with jeers at the Government which 
al sion of said patent. | body who voted against the raising of this com- || has protected them so long, have declared them- 
ut The joint resolution was ordered to be en- || mittee at the outset. I did so, not because I did || Selves out of the Union. 
ne grossed, and read a third time; and being en- || not fully understand and appreciate the perilous Now, sir, under these circumstances, I believed, 
le J 
id and passed, time, I would be unwilling to make any reasona- || certained is, whether we have a Government or 
ng Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote | ble concessions, not involving the sacrifice of prin- |) not? And Lam for poctponing all other questions 
nt by which the joint resolution was passed ; and || ciple, to any portion of my countrymen who might || and all other ‘* compromises”’ until this great and 
be aiso moved to Jay the motion to reconsider on the | present grievances to be redressed; but because, || vital fact is ascertained. And I put it to the can- 
ch table. || in the first place, I believed that the appointment || dor of gentlemen on the other side—I ask the gen- 
The latter motion was agreed to. || of such a committee would be the initiative step || tleman from Illinois (Mr. Logan] who has just 
“ GALINR LANDS IN TLLNOr2. _|| towards some sort of a ‘compromioe,” when | taken ha ten—whetber in-cae they had uc 
nd 2 . c C se, e > es || ” P sir candidate upon the piat- 
all Mr. LOGAN. There is a billon the Calendar || that surrounded us, would be degrading and hu- || form of slavery * protection”’ in the Territories, 
LW which 1 wish to ask the House to have put upon | miliating to the North; and, secondly, such was || and Massachusetts and New Hampshire, dissat- 
of its passage. I will make a brief statement in re- || the ** madness that ruled the hour’? in the south- | isfied with the result, had committed the same 
he gard to it. The ordinance admitting Illinois ie || ern portion of the country, I did not believe that || acts which South Carolina and Georgia have com- 
In the Union provided that the saline vay in the || any measures we should be able to pass would be || mitted—they would have made haste to get on to 
ld State should be reserved to the State for the pur~ || productive of any good; and the attempt to make || their knees with an apology; or if they would not 
as pose of being leased, _ In 1847, croneross, pesesa, || compromises that might fail, would only add fuel || rather, in the first place, have taken measures to 
ne a law authorizing the Legislature of t ‘d tate ; | to the flame. And, asevents have rolled on, every |! ascertain whether the Government of the coun-, 
ts, Illinois to pass a law to seli eee lan h to Aes hour has only confirmed me in the correctness of || try had any binding force? If a decent self-re- 
| chasers. ,The Legislature one ; rth 1 oN } my convictions then. I believed then, as I believe || spect would have prevented them from doing this, 
sie aL a commission to dispose o Avy anes. || now, that the furor at the South had taken the form || I may be pardoned for declining to do the same 
no The lands were sold in ao rae Treg od eget | of an epidemic; and, like a raging fever in the hu- |) thing. 
in ity, and the purchasers received t ear ucees “rom | man system, it must have its run. In such cases, || Mr. Speaker, if this Government isa mere cob- 
ion the commissioners. But, on YT Ror tha S the if the constitution of the patient is strong enough || web, with no power for ils own preservation, it 
“d records in the land COPA. ‘ed. 1 a ‘The || to grapple with the disease, he will live; and if || is utterly useless to try to tinker and patch it up 
his is no record there “* Ge eer YT. d Offic ser || not, in spite of all the nostrums that may be ad- || by ‘‘ compromises.”’ “If the Union is so utterly 
Commissioner of t * eae ~ ae “bill mjpistered by quacks around the bedside, he will |; weak and helpless that the first breath of treason 
gested to me that ER wins af a * eet 2 nil] | die. And so with this epidemic in the national |, is sufficient to destroy its vitality, it will be good 
assed recognizing i P rai d of these Fn the bi ‘- | system. If the Constitution of the country hasnot || for nothing after itis ** saved,’’ and the time spent 
var he description oA he nn 'h et OM nd 9 ae strength enough to carry the nation through this || in trying to save it will be worse than thrown 
to with the names of the purchasers; and the bill | crisis, no prescriptions that this Congress can || away. So believing, Mr. Speaker, [was for nar- 
ing only recognizes their purchases as valid for the || 2,1. will be likel ffe ae y . _ b 
se of making their claim of title complete, || @PP!y will be likely to effectacure. _ | rowing the issue as soon as possible to the ques- 
ree Pe bil ° 8 oere ‘| But, sir, 1 have faith in the patriotism of the || tion of Union or no Union, Government or no 
ich he bill " POR eNeA AY the Commissioner of | great mass of the people. I have faith in the Con- |; Government, and ascertaining who was for the 
vas the General Lan ani bill will b || stitution. It is apparently weak now; and the || Government and who against it. And I solemnly 
Mr. BINGHAM. ope that bill will be let |) gemon of a treacherous disease seems to be run- believe, if the entire mass of the Republican party , 
an lie over till T have an Ee ny of examining it. || ning riot throughout its whole frame-work. But || in Congress and out, had, from the start, boldly 
the Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not || itis strong nevertheless; and in the end will put |} maintained this position, instead of frittering 
think there can be any objection to it. forth its power, and the country will rise from its |} away the time in feeble attempts at ‘ compro- 
_ Mr. BINGHAM. I have no desire to delay || prostration healthier and more vigorous than ever || mising’’ what cannot be compromised—in half 
" Sage EES A Ro age Tr He before. fi apologizing for having had the temerity to elvct 
the pina Mil bill eee on ae Sotet tthe || Mr. Speaker, if 1 am mistaken in the result that || their President—we should have stood stronger 
ia, Fro sé. and let ik lle over. 1 have no doubt that || 22" to follow from the present condition of || to-day; the crisis would before now have been 
ee Iv rich , | public affairs, 1am sure that I cannot be mistaken || passed, aud the revolution stayed. We would, 
It 1s entirely right, ‘ biecti | <,, || that such would have been the result if a square, ce that course, have presented an issue around 
Mr. LO +) ‘ arate ne eneon latcourse |) bold, and manly issue had been made up at the || which the moderate, patriotic men in the border 
nin- being parent - it wi Pf sd Tha t . my state- | outset for the Union and the preservation of the || slave States—who know that the charges against 
Te- wer Sas y ck are the Ginn une | Government. ‘That portion of the American peo- || the Republicans of designing to interfere with any 
en ae was hi ponayper *h pe ant | ple who had just succeeded in electing their Pres- || of their constitutional rights ave false—could have 
ech a ROR, WARK £0 WHNRE 10 Rave read. | ident, in the mode and forms recognized by the || rallied, and, standing with us on the common 
ake COAST SURVEY REPORT. || Constitution, had done nothing that required apol- || platform of the Constitution and the Union, the 
Mr. GURLEY. I offer the following resolu- || ogy, nothing that they ought to take back. I, || flood of secession which now threatens to over- 
der. tion: | for one, did not go into that election to have the |; whelm them would have been rolled back. ‘The 
can Resolved, That there be printed five thousand extra copies || principles for which I contended given up and || eloquent and patriotic speeches of the gentleman 
the an report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey (or || abandoned at the first howl of those who were || from Texas, [Mr. nee and of the gen- 
: » year 1860; three thousand of which shall be for distri- ; : , ’ ’ > 
it it bution by the Superintendent, and two thousand copies for | disappointed at the result. The Republicans nom- || tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Stoxes,] buta day 
ask the use of the members of the House. inated a moderate, conservative, and honest man, || or two since, and other speeches of like tone, 
Mr. BURNETT. Tobject to that proposition, ; and placed him upon a moderate, conservative, || from gentlemen of the border States, unmistak- 
792, as there is no quorum preeent. and patriotic platform of principles—principles || ingly indicate that such would have been the case 
nate The SPEAKER. he hour of four o’clock || that embraced every portion of the Union, and || if the right stand had been takenatfirst. I hope 
having arrived, the House will take a recess until protected every material interest of this great Con- || it is not too late now. Firmness on the part of 
lays seven o’clock, p. m. federacy, and which in no wise conflicted with || the Executive, and firmness and courage on the 
athe otis the fundamental law of the land. part of the people of the free States, are, in my 
rred EVENING SESSION. It will scarcely be contended, even by the || judgment, the best antidote for the insanity that 
nee, The House resumed its session at seven o'clock, || PPoments of the Republican party, that there || prevails at the South, and the best remedy to 
10W, p.m., (Mr. Howarp, of Michigan, in the chair was no necessity fora change of administration. } avert the horrors of a civil war. Every time the 
from as Speaker pro tempore ) and continued the dis- Every avenue of the Government reeked with || people of the free States have wavered; every 
ome cussion of the report of thé select committee of || {8U43 peculation and corruption prevailed in every || time her Representatives have evinced a disposi- 
; thirty-three. department, until it culminated at last in one of || tion to fall back one step from their position, the 
g is, Mr. LOGAN eddréssed the House for an hoor. | the a - endous official robberies that ever | secessionists, with —— re a advan ed 
ig. [His speech will be published in the Appendix.] astonished the American people: all going to || two. And so it will be to the end. f we com- 
Mr. TAPPAN. Mr. Speaker, as one of the show that the change did not come amoment too || promise to-day, we will be required to yield mon 
stig cares a8 es soon. to-inorrow; and when the North is sufficiently 
: members of the committee of thirty-three, I joined : . ~ . ; : : 
pas with the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Wasn- Other parties went into the election as well as |) humiliated, there will be no difficulty, 1 appr 
ye nO BURN] in walbmnitiihic a minority report, oinll Ta the Republicans, with their respective declarations || hend, in ** reconstructing’’ the Government so as 
. recommending the following aici tion for the | of principles; and it was the duty of every good || to place it in theshands of the slave power forever. 
| Tili- cunsthoreticnt’s f the H (g citizen, of whatever party, to abide peacefully | Sir, | am for making a stand somewhere; and I 
‘hich “ Resolved Thee ig ee dhe emetaditon by the result. If the Republicans had been beaten, || prefer to make it before I start to run at all. 
reso- ample for the preservation of the Union, and the protection they would cheerfully have done so; for they are || Mr. Speaker, as much as | detest the trgson 
yon of all the material interests of the country ; that it needs to || Union-loving, law-abiding citizens. But no sooner || of South Carolina, there is an audacity in her 
yr a obeyed rather than amended ; and that extrication from || was the election of Mr. Lincoln definitely ascer- || mode of doing things that almost compels my 
L put ad Sreeeee en eennr ene lebed fas in-eGiertnte preserve tained, than the fires of revolution broke out at || respect. She does not attempt to disguise her 
of the laws, rather thar tn new guarentées for particular || Charleston, and in other portions of the cetton || long and deep-seated hatred to the Union, and she 
cond interests, or compromises and concessions to unreasonable || States. Without just cause, without allowing time || makes no scruples at turning her guns upon the 
days demands.” even for parley, without waiting to see ifa friendly | glorious flag of her covntry. She flings defiance 
m ot And I desire now, very briefly, to submit my || understanding could not be brought about, with | at us in every form. 1 would to God that some- 
$ par reasons why I could not concur in the report of || indecent haste, the diswnionists of the country, || body, somewhere, who had authority to speak 
tions € majority, and in support of my belief that the || who, by their own confessions, have been plot- || for the Government, would exhibit baif the zeal 
ny ip presage of this resolution is all the action the || ting its overthrow for the last thirty years, lo || for the Union that South Carolina does against it! 
ne -touse ought to take in regard to the present crisis | seized the public property, taken possession ofthe || But it is said that some sort of a compromise 
is ° 1 our national affairs. depositories of the public funds, insulted the Amer- ! is necessary in order to keep the border slave 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, | 





| condition of the country; not because, at the proper 











and I still believe, that the first question to be as- 
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States from joining in the secession movement. | 
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cause they have been deprived of political power | 








February 5, 


And the proposition for adjustment which has 


Sur, if the security and prosperity these States || -by the constitutional fiat of the people. The sym- || been talked of most, and which, it is said, would 


ow enjoy | 


n joy by means of the Union; if the exposed 
position they would occupy should it be dissolved, 


i} 
} 


pee of every Government on the earth would | 
»e on the side of the constituted authorities of the | 


| probably be acceptable to most of the southern 
| States—that of the distinguished Senator from 


and the utter ruin and disaster which such an |} United States; and the prayers of every friend of || Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen|—provides for the 
constitutional liberty, whether in the Old World | 


i 


event would bring on them, whatever might be | 
its effects in other parts of the country; if the 
patriotic memories of ine past, and the love of the 
Constitution and * Union as it is,’? which most 
of these States have been supposed particularly 
to cherish; if a better knowledge of the people ot 
the free States than prevails further south, and 
of the falsity of the charges brought against them; | 
if all this is not sufficient to cause them to pause 
before they take the fatal step which shall sever 
their connection with a Government that has cov- 
ered them with blessings, it will be in vain to 
think of placating them with any half measures 
that we can adopt. 

What guarantee have we, Mr. Speaker, that 

, the border States will be satisfied with the prop- 
ositions reported by the majority of the commit- 
tee of thirty-three? What assurances have we 
that any terms of settlement, short of the recog- 
nition and protection by the General Government | 
of slavery in the territory that we now possess or 
may hereafter acquire south of 36° 30’, will be 
acceptable to them? The honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Nevson,] whose opinions 
I greatly respect, and whose character and pa- 
triotism command my admiration, while disposed | 
to look favorably upon the proposition to amend 
the Constitution prohibiting the interference with 
slavery in the States, is opposed to admitting New 
Mexico as aState,and gives many and cogent rea- 
sons why it would not be accepted by his State, 
and showing also that it would probably be pro- 
ductive of more harm than good. 

But, Mr. Speaker, suppose that the measures 
proposed by the committee, or some others short 
of the ultimatum laid down by the cotton States, 
of slavery protection in all future acquisitions, 
would be received by the border States, or most 
of them, as a final settlement of the slavery ques- 
tion: what then? The question still remains, what 
is to be done with the seceding States? The ques- 
tion still remains, whether we have a Government 
or not, capable of maintaining the integrity of the 
Union? The question would still press itself upon 
us, Whether a single State, or half a dozen States 
combined, could, by their rebellious action, de- | 
stroy the unity and nationality of the Govern- 
ment? And these vital questions, as I have said, 
Lam for meeting in limine. Not by raising armies 
and marching them to the South, as the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. os seems to suppose, to 
lay the country waste by fire and sword, in order 
to ** coerce’’ them into the Union; but by firmly | 
adhering to the Constitution of the country, and 
enforcing obedience to the laws by ail the power 
of the Government. And before lL consent to con- 
cessions, even for the conc)'!ation of the border 
States, I desire to know where they will be found 
on this great question of maintaining the laws of 
the Union? 

Sir, this country presents a most melancholy 
and humiliating spectacle before the nations of 
the earth. A great nation of thirty million peo- 
ple, ranked as one of the first-class Powers of the 
world, at the first dawn of treason in its borders 
reures ingloriously before it, and to-day is seen 
crumbling to pieces, without an effort being made 
to maintain its integrity, or a finger raised to de- 
fend the honor of its flag. In all the tide of time 
the world never witnessed so cowardly an exhi- 
bition. 

Now, sir, I desire to inquire what would be the 
effect of such a policy as I have indicated? I 
would defend this capital at all hazard, and pro- 
tect the public property. | would collect the rev- | 
enue in the ports of every seceding State, either | 
on te land or on the sea, or I would repeal the | 
laws making them ports of entry. Does it follow 
that this would result in a general civil war? Not 
atall, The Government would be clearly in the 
right, and every arm raised against it would be 
clearly in the wrong. Every act of the Govern- 
ment would be strictly on the defensive, while 
every blow st@uck against it would be the act of 
an aggressor upon its rights. The Government 
would be defending the priceless inheritance of 
liberty, which our fathers bequeathed to us at the 
expense of so much blood and treasure, while its 
enemies would be fighting for its overthrow, be- 


| 





| fight? 


| Government, whose Constitution I have sworn 


Union. And yet, when, in the committee of thirty- 


or the New, would ascend to the throne of Jeho- 
vah, that this Government, founded in the prin- 
ciples of human freedom, and the rights of man, 
might not be destroyed by the enemies of both. 

But, under sucha policy, who are the rebels to 
If they had ships, and could man them, 
they might attack the vessels blockading their 
harbors. But the contest will be unequal. Will 
they raise armies to invade the loyal States? This 
isan ‘*entertainment’’ to which they would hardly 
‘*invite’’ themselves. 

Sir, | will indulge in no threats of what would 
be the result in such an event. I will make no 
boasts of the prowess of any particular section of 
the country. I desire to say no word that can 
exasperate or inflame, but simply to plant myself 
on the side of my country, and the integrity of its 


to support. I deprecate a war in which brother 
shall be arrayed against brother, and kindred 
against kindred; and I pray that God may avert 
such a calamity from this land! Nevertheless, 
wisely, but firmly, 1 would have the Government 
make a trial, at least, for its own protection, tgat 
it might not be a scoff and by-word among the 
nations. And then, if it shall be found to be the 
weak and impotent thing which its enemies ima- 
gine it to be, then it will be time enough to talk 
about *‘ compromises,’’ and a division of the coun- 
try into two confederacies. For one, 1 donot care 
to live under a Government which is so feeble 
as to excite only the contempt of mankind, and 
which exists merely at the sufferance of those who 
may 2t any moment conspire for its overthrow, in 
spite of aii the concessions we may now make. 
And I repeat tiat I desire, first, to know whether 
we have a Gove-nment or not; whether we have 
a country to love and support. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the anxiety that is felt 
by every true friend of his country in such a fear- 
ful crisis as the present. I know the feeling that 
iS uppermost in many a patriotic heart, to try and 
** dosomething’’to avert the great calamity which 
seems impending. But whatcanwedo? There 
are some things that the North might do without 
dishonor. And although I cannot support the 
measures recommended by the committee, be- 
cause I think they involve a surrender of princi- 
ple; yet, if the South should tender the restora- 
tion of the Missouri compromise simply as it was 
before ‘‘ruthless hands’’ wrenched it from its 
place, where it had given peace to the country for 
over thirty years, and the reckless repeal of which 
has been one great cause of all our woes, the North, 
I think, would be bound to take it fairly into con- 
sideration. 

Much stress is laid on the personal liberty laws, 
and they are blazoned to the world as the pretended 
cause of all our difficulties; and the President 
himself, in his annual message, treated them as 
the great act of wrong on the part of the North, 
justifying, if not repealed, a dissolution of the 


three, we first set ourselves to the task of correct- 
ing this grievance, as far as possible, we were told 
by southern gentlemen thatit was useless to spend 
time on such trifling matters, and that it did not 
reach the seat of the disease. No, Mr. Speaker; 
it does not reach the seat of the disease. Theseat 
of the disease is the lost prestige of political power; 
it is the lust of dominion on the part of those 
who have administered the Government so long 
that they think they have an indefeasible right to 
cuntrol its destinies forever. 

And because the free States, inconsequence ofthe 
thrift, enterprise, and progress which free-labor 
institutions impartto a community, have acquired 
the numerical majority in thecouncilsof the nation, 
and decline to use it to extend, ** protect,’’ foster, 
and nationalize the system of slavery, the Union 
is to be destroyed and the Constitution trampled 
under foot! Nor, sir, is the settlement of this ques- 
tion, so far as our present territory is concerned, of 
any particular consequence to those who have 
‘* precipitated this revolution.’’ Days were spent 
in committee, endeavoring to contrive some way 
to settle the status of slavery in territory which we 
do not now possess! 





recognition and “ protection’’ of slavery in al] ter- 
ritory ‘* hereafter ac uired”’ south of 36° 30’. gj, 
this is a premium offered to fillibustering, and on 
| gressive inroads upon friendly Powers, for the 
purpose of ‘* making room”? for the spread of sla- 
very. Itis the adoption into the Constitution of 
the creed of the ultra portion of the Democratic 
| party, who broke up the Charleston convention 

ecause the dogma of ‘ protection”’ to slayer 
was not inserted in the Democratic platform. [t 
is the arrogant demand of the revolutionists of 
the country—who, if the conservative, Union sep- 
timent of that section could find expression, are 
in a meager minority even in the southern States 
@ not only to all those who voted for Lincoln, but 
to those who voted for Douglas, and most of those 
who voted for Bell, to surrender their convictions 
and principles, on pain of breaking up the Con- 
federacy. Sir, this will never be done; and the 
free States will never concede these terms of set. 
tlement, let the consequences be what they may, 
And I appeal to the honest masses of the Demo- 
cratic party in my own State who voted for Mr, 
Douglas, if they are willing, because their Oppo- 
nents rise in treason against the Government, to 
adopt the doctrine of constitutional and legislative 
‘* protection to slavery’’ in all the Territories 
| which may be * hereafter acquired ?”” 

Sir, the proposition knownas the * border States 
compromise,’’ which is similar to that of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ketioaea,] if I under- 
stand it, is scarcely less objectionable. It provides 
that the Constitution shall be so amended that, in 
all the territory south of 36° 30’, neither Congress 
nor the people of the Territory shall ever inter- 
fere with or prohibit slavery. What sort of a 
proposition is this to those who hold that the peo- 
ple shall be left ‘* perfectly free to form and reg- 
ulate their own domestic institutions in their own 
way?” Sir, by this measure, although nine tenths 
of the people might be opposed to the introduction 
of slavery, the other tenth could force it into the 
Territory, and compel it to come into the Union 
asa slave State. This is as effectually ‘*‘ protec- 
tion to slavery’’ as though it were provided for in 
express terms. Itis only another way of reaching 
the same result. 

Sir, the Union is dear to the people of the north- 
ern States; they would sacrifice much to preserve 
it as it is; but a Union founded on the protection 
of slavery, as its ‘* chief corner stone,’’ is not the 
Union for which our fathers fought, and is not 
the precious boon which they supposed they had 
transmitted to their posterity. If the only terms 
upon which the Union can be preserved are, that 
the General Government, by constitutional pro- 
vision and congressional enactment, shall, through 
all time, wherever the adventurous spirit of our 
peopleshall plant the American banner, be pledged 
to the protection of an institution condempved by 
the whole civilized world, outside of the slave 
States—an institution which Mr. Hunter, in his 
speech at Charlottesville, in August last, said that 
‘southern men themselves, with but few excep- 
tions, admitted to be a moral evil,’’ not twenty 
years ago—then, indeed, will the North begin to 
** calculate the value’’ of such a Union. 

Mr. Speaker, I will consider, briefly, the par- 
ticular propositions reported by the majority of 
the committee. 

In addition to the reasons already given, I am 
opposed to the proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution, providing against future amendments to 
that instrument, touching slavery in the States, 
not because I have any wish myself, or because 
I know of a single Republican anywhere who 
wishes or believes he has any right to interfere 
with slavery in the States, but because there 1s no 
need of such an amendment. I am opposed to 
any alteration of the Constitution unless upon the 
most urgent necessity; and then, never at the 
demand of those, or to placate those who are 
in actual rebellion against it. The Republican 
party, in their platform of principles, are solemnly 

against any such interference, or the be- 
ief in any right to interfere with slavery in the 
States. But I am further opposed to the amend- 
ment, because, as has been so well shown by the 
honorable chairman of the committee, it is morally 





181 


—_ 


impo 
inter 
tutio 
da y ’ 
such 
fourt 
to it | 
guar 
Cons 
that 
from 
they 
inco! 
Gove 
not ¥ 
Iam 
went 
cially 
ticul: 
and | 
tion | 
Ni 
beca 
to be 
the I 
that 
appe 
Brec 
the 
that 
ple it 
publ 
of ** 
shall 
of tl 
char, 
are € 
£* seg 
now 
vote 
tll t 
we ¢ 
com 


Rep 
si 


thos 
pres 
Stat 
Gov 
the | 
port 
so a 
Rev 
of t 
wor 
afte. 
fuse 
thre 
men 
advi 
will 
on 1 
maj 
and 
I 
deta 
ate | 
Me; 
the | 
ent 
tw 
it, t 
it is 
fails 
ness 
not 
his 
But 
surr 
disg 
part 
tree 
itw 
ence 
bs 
ishe 
disg 
M 
shir 
free 
the | 
M 
The 
do s 





ave 
his 
that 
ep- 
nty 
n to 


ar- 


y of 


am 
on- 
ts to 
ites, 
Ause 
who 
‘fere 
sno 
d to 
1 the 

the 

are 
ican 
anly 
» be- 
. the 
end- 
7 the 


rally 





| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


761 





—_ ee i —_— 


impossible that slavery in theStatesshould ever be | Mr. OTERO. The entire eastern portion of the future glory. If that time shall speedily come, 


interfered with by any amendment to the Consti- || Territory of New Mexico was under the laws of || 


tution. With no more slave States than exist to- | 
day, there must be forty-five free States before any | 
such amendment can receive the sanction of three | 
fourths of all the States. And lastly, lam opposed | 
to it because it gives to slavery new and additional 
guarantees, which the illustrious framers of the 
Constitution did not think necessary to insert in 
that instrument. They were careful to exclude 
from the Constitution the very word “ slave ;’’ and 
they regarded slavery as an institution which was 
inconsistent with the great ideas upon which the 
Government was based, and which, at a period 
not very remote, would gradually be done away. 
1 am therefore unwilling to go further than they 
went, in giving it constitutional sanction, espe- 
cially as the workings of the system do not par- 
ticularly commend it to the enlightened civilization 
and Christianity of the age. What the Constitu- 
tion gives it, 1 will give—no more, no less. 

Nor can | admit the force of the = that, 
because the people of the South have been made 
to believe the falsehoods circulated there against 
the Republican party, we must make concessions 
that otherwise would be improper, in order to 
appease their fury. Because the leaders of the 
Breckinridge Democracy have made the people of 
the South believe that Mr. Hamlin is a mulatto, 
that Lincoln is in favor of having the white peo- 
ple intermarry with the negroes, and that the Re- 
publicans are to invade their States with armies 
of ‘* wide-awakes”’ and set their slaves all free, I 
shall not consent to change the fundamental law 
of the land, and thereby virtually admit the | 


are evidently in that condition of mind where they | 
‘see men as trees walking.’’? They would not 
now believe it, even if every Republican should 
vote in favor of this proposition. I prefer to wait 
till the ‘* madness’’ passes away, and then see if 
we cannot ** reason together.”’ If that time never 


comes, it will not be my fault nor the fault of the || 


Republican party. 

Sir, I cannot sympathize with the argument of 
those who attempt to draw a parallel between the | 
present condition of affairs in some of the southern | 
States and the revolt of the colonies against the 
Government of Great Britain. I would not dignify 
the causeless rebellion which now exists amonga 
portion of the slaveholding people of the country, 
so as to elevate it alongside of the great American 
Revolution, which will forever stand forth as one 
of the most sublime epochs in the history of the 
world. If, every timé a discontented minority, | 
after having participated in an election, shall re- | 
fuse to acquiesce in the constitutional result, and 
threaten to pull down the pillars of the Govern- 
ment, we treat them in the same way that Burke 
advised towards the American colonies, how long 
will it be before the great fundamental principle 
on which this Government rests, to wit, that the 
majority shall rule, would be trampled under foot 
and the Government destroyed? 

I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to go intoa 
detailed statement of all the reasons which oper- 
ate on my mind against the admission of New 
Mexico as a State. These are fully set forth in 
the report which I signed in conjunction with the 

entleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Wasusurn.] 
it would be a sufficient reason for voting against 
it, that, as a measure of peace to those for whom 
it Is intended, it will fail to be satisfactory. If it 
fails to be acceptable to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, moderate and conservative as he is, 1 do | 
not think it will commend itself to the people of 
his State, or those of the other border States. 
But my chief obiection to it is, that it virtually 
Surrenders (although covered up under specious 
disguises) the entire position of the Republican 
party in reference to the extension of slavery into 
ree territory. When New Mexico was acquired, 
it was free territory. Since then, through influ- 
ences from this capital, and at the instigation of | 
promunens southern men, slavery has been estab- | 
ished there, by theenactmentof a barbarouscode, 
disgraceful to the civilization of the age. 

Mr.OTERO. Thegentlefan from New Hamp- 
shire says that the Territory of New Mexico was 
free when it was acquired by the Government of 
the United States. 4 deny that. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I prefer not to yield the floor. | 


2'¢ gentleman can reply to me if hie desires to 
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|| will also cause it to remain. It is true there never 








| code there, it was so declared. 
| act of the Territory, Congress has the reserved | 
| right to annul these laws, and at the last session 


| as a slave State. 


| this measure, that it will be a free State. 
| is 80, then it is no concession to the slaveholding 


| is to be prevented by the admission of another | 
| free State. 


| or which it is the duty of Congress to make free. 


| Mr. Clay, in one of the last speeches he ever 
charges to be true. Many of the southern people || 


Texas, which recognized slavery; and this Gov- | 
ernment recognized the authority of Texas when 
paying Texas $10,000,000 for the eastern portion, || 
and there slavery existed. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I donotunderstand it to beas 


| 

| 

| 

' the gentleman states. [understand that the Terri- | 
tory of New Mexico when we acquired it was free 
| 


territory, and I have yet to learn that it was ever 
slave territory till, by the enactment of the slave- 
By the organic 


a bill to that effect passed this House, but failed 
in the Senate. By now admitting her into the || 
Union, on an equal footing with the other States, 
we, in effect, approve this barbarous legisiation, | 
sanction the proceedings which forced slavery | 
into the Territory, and bring her into the Union 


But it is said by some of those who advocate | 
If this 


States; and it is absurd to suppose that secession 


No; if it comes in at all, it comes as | 
a slave State, carved out of territory that is free, 


The same influences that established slavery there | 


may be many slaves; but still, to all intents and 
purposes, it will be a slave State. To thisI can- 


not consent; and I only reiterate the language of 
| 





made, when I declare that ‘‘ no earthly power can 
compel me to vote for the extension of slavery | 
over territory that is now free !”’ 

There are other and all-sufficient reasons, out- 
side of the slavery question, why New Mexico 
ought not to be adthitted as a State. Her system 
of peonage, or ** white slavery;’’ the paucity of | 
her white inhabitants; the mongrel character of | 
the mass of her people; and their entire unfitness 
to be incorparated inte the Union, haying equal 
weight at the other end of the Capitol, and upon | 
equal footing in all respects with the old States, | 
are enough of themselves to deter me from voting | 
for this measure. Added to this, is the fact that | 
the people of New Mexico do not ask to be ad- | 
mitted into the Union asa State, but are under- | 
stood to be opposed to it. Her people have never | 
paid any taxes, and it is said cannot be made to | 
do so for any purpose whatever. So that if she 
is admitted into the Union, we shall be compelled | 
to make appropriations to defray the expenses of 
her State government out of the national Treas- 
ury; thus forcing a slave State into the Union 
against her will, and footing her bills after we get | 
her in! 

Mr. OTERO. The gentleman says that the 

eople of New Mexico pay no taxes. Now, as 
ieee from that Territory I venture to say that 
the people of the State of New Hampshire do not 
nay to-day larger taxes than the people of New 
Jexico do. New Mexico does not owe a dollar 
of debt. She pays to the ministers of the religion | 





| 
| 


be our fate, the ** Government of the United States 
of America ”’ will still exist, with a territory and 
people teeming with all the elements of greatness | 
and of freedom, of unsurpassed progress, and of | 


——S 


then I say: 
*——— Jet us press 
The golden cluster ov our brave old flag 
In closer union; and, if numbering less, 
Brighter shall shine the stars that still remain.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, I will not look be yond the 
present Union to see what is behind the vail that 
divides us from the future. Ihave no desire to 
do so. 

The State T have the honor, in part, to repre- 
sent on this floor, is small in area, but she yields 
to none in patriotic attachment to the Union and 
the Constitution; and I believe the united voice of 
herpeople, irrespective of party, is for the Union 


| as it is,’’? and the Constitution as our fathers made 


it. While her people will faithfully respect all the 
rights guarantied by that Constitution tothe people 
of the South, they will not consent to the forma- 
tion of a new Constitution, giving to slavery new 


| and additional guarantees, which those who ori- 


ginally framed it refused to grant. , 
It is a mistake to suppose that New Hampshire 
has any laws upon her statute-book which are in 
conflict with the Constitution touching the rendi- 
tion of fugitive slaves. But when her personal 
liberty bill was in force, if any State, feeling ag- 
grieved by such legislotion, had come to her im the 
spirit of kindness and conciliation, there never has 
been a time when she would not have been metin 
a like spirit, and every grievance complained of 
would have been cheerfully redressed. But she 
understands what is due to her own dignity, and 


y 


will yield nothing \o menaces or threats of a dis- 
solution of the Union. 

I have said, Mr. Speaker, thatthe people of New 
Hampshire are attached to this Union. Her patriot 
sires did much to achieve its glorious blessings; 
and their sons, not less patriotic, will peril their 
lives in its defense. New Hampshire was the 
ninth State—the last one required to complete the 
formation of the Union, and she will be the last 
to desert it in its hour of peril. Her people un- 
derstand their own duties afd relations to the 
General Government, and they understand, too, 
the duties and relations of the people of her sister 
States to that same Government. State Legisla- 
tures and conventions may resolve themselves out 
of the Union; but the Union nevertheless stands. 
| And, evenif the Union is nothing more than a 
compact between the different States, the people 
| of no State can be absolved from their aileriance 
to the United States until the bond of union be- 
tween them shall be dissolved by the consent of 
all the States who were originally parties to the 
compact. I do not, then, misstate the sentiments 
of her people when | proclaim that, as one of the 
loyal and patriotic States of the Confederacy, 
whenever.the people of any other State shall, from 
whatever cause, trample down and violate the 
laws of the Union, the motto of New Hampshire 
will be, ** The Constitution, the Union, and the 
| enforcement of the laws!’’ If the maintenance of 
this doctrine shall result in strife and bloodshed, 
the responsibility must rest with those who pro- 
voked the conflict. There can be no Union unless 
the laws of the Union are enforced. ‘There can 
be no Government unless that Government puts 





there—the Catholic religion—tithes amounting || forth efforts to have its own authority respected. 

to more than the taxation of the people of New |! And when the hour of trial comes, and patriotic 
| Hampshire. Nota single county in the Terri- || hearts are necessary to maintain and defend the 

tory 1s in debt. The Territory is notindebt. We || integrity of the Union, the people of my gallant 

—a no direct taxation, but we have indirect || State will respond promptly to the call of patriot- 

axeson. ism,and, whether from foes without or foes within 

Mr. TAPPAN. I do. not undertake to know || wij! defend to the last her country’s flag. They 

what the particular mode of taxation in New Mex- || will, as one man, adopt the recent language of 

ico is; but the evidence before the committeefrom || one of her most gifted poets— 

intelligent gentlemen—long residents in the Ter- | ¢ By the many hopes the living cherish , 

ritory—was, that the people were averse to being | By our faith in freedoin’s sacred trust; 

taxed for any purpose, and were opposed toa By the patriot names that cannot perish 5 

State government, because they would not be taxed ee eset mide dot: Sy hadgte nee 

toveiennort it y the decds ot Stark, ¢ nshrined in story 

eee ae : By the voices speaking from the past; 

And now, sir, I have said all that I propose By our priceless heritage of glory, 

to say on these questions. If this Union is to be | We'll defend the Union to the last !”? 

broken up, it will have been done by the fanati- But I do not apprehend any serious collision 

cism of slavery propagandism, and the vaulting || ido not believe that this land is to be drenched in 

ambition of political leaders, who, to do its bid- || the blood of fratricidal strife. Unless some mad 

ding in 1854, by the breaking down of a time- || attempt should be made upon this capital—which 

honored compromise, let loose upon the land the || will never be yielded to the enemies of the pres- 

fearful agitation which has rocked it, as witha || ent Government, let the cost to save or retake it 

tempest, from that hour to this. Butif such isto || be ever so great—I believe in the final peaceful 


| ; ; , ; : 
| solution of all our difficulties. Ido not believe it 


| will be accomplished, however, by any unmanly 
yielding, or any humiliating concessions on either 
side; but from the returning reason and sense of 
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justice of the great mass of the people in the south- || ident, were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
led astray by the J; diciary, and ordered to be printed, 


ern States, now misguided an 
falsehoods and machinations of political leaders, 
who have fomented this rebellion to subserve their 
own selfish and ambitious ends. 

Let the administration of Mr. Lincoln once come 
fairly into power; let it have an opportunity to 
develop its policy asevery other Administration 


has done; let it maintain a wise, but firm and de- | 
cided course in the enforcement of the revenue | 


laws, and the protection of the public property, 
and it will not be long before the eyes of t 
of the seceding States will be opened, not merely 
as to the real aims and position of the Republicen 
party, but also to the ruinous policy which they 
ave been made to pursue. Then will come the 
time when the conservative, patriotic men of those 
States, who are now submerged by this revolu- 
tionary tide, can and will be heard. And, then, 
when the olive branch shall be tendered by the 
people of the North; when the mutual misunder- 
standings are done away, the people of the South 
will return to their allegiance to the Government 
that has protected them so long and so well; peace 
and harmony will once more be restored; and the 
glorious old stars and stripes will still float in 
the breezes of heaven, the banner of a common 
country ! 

Messrs. MOORE of Kentucky, and TRIM- 
BLE next addressed the House. (Pheir speeches 
will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HUMPHREY obtained the floor; but 
yielded to 

Mr. HUTCHINS, who moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten o’clock and fifteen minutes, p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 6, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, requesting the 
Senate to return to the House the bill (H. R. No. 
714) establishing certain post routes, with the 
amendments of the House to certain amendments 
of the Senate to the bill; and it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to return the 


said bill with the amendments to the House of Represent- 
atives, agreeably to its request. 


COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Trum- 
BULL teller on the part of the Senate to count the 
electoral votes for President and Vice “President 
of the United States. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
House of Representatives, announcing that the 
House of Representatives had concurred in the 
resolution reported by the joint committee ap- 
pointed to ascertain and report a mode for exam- 
ining the votes for President and Vice President 
of the United States; and that it had appointed 
Mr. Exviinv B. Wasusvrne, of Illinois, and Mr. 
Joun 8S. Puerrs, of Missouri, tellers on the part 
of the House. 


RESOLUTIONS OF KENTUCKY. 


Mr. FITCH. I move that the message from 
the President of the United States, communicat- 
ing resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, 
recommending the call of a convention for pro- 

,osing amendments to the Constitution of the 
Bait d States, which was yesterday laid on the 
table, be printed, 

Mr. PUGH. I wish to make a suggestion in 
that connection. As I understand, these are the 
resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky call- 
ing upon Congress, pursuant to the Constitution, 
for a general convention. They ought not to be 
passed over in silence. It is a demand which is 
authorized to be made upon us; and I would sug- 
gest that the resolutions be referred to the aunts 
ing Committee on the Judiciary, together with 
the message of the President. 

Mr. FITCH. [think the reference very proper. 
They were laid on the table yesterday, in the 
hasie of proceedings, just before the adjourn- 
ment. 

The resolutions, with the message of the Pres- 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 


Mr. COLLAMER, I have certain amend- 
ments which I have prepared to Senate bill No. 
545, in relation to the collection of duties on im- 

yorts, and for other purposes, which 1! desire to 
a printed. 

The amendments were received informally, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I have an amendment to 
offer to the same bill, as a substitute, which I 
move to have printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


APPEAL IN COPYRIGHT CASES. 
Mr. BAYARD. Lask the Senate to take up 


for consideration the motion to reconsider the vote 


on the passage of House bill No. 554, to extend 
the right of appeal from decisions of circuit courts 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. My 
object is to have it recommitted to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, in order that the amendments 
made to it may be revised. ‘There is a difference 
of opinion among those members of the House of 
Representatives who take an interest in the bill, 
as to the form in which it now is; and I desire to 
have it recommitted to the committee. The mo- 
tion to reconsider has been submitted. I move to 
take it up,in order to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Delaware moves to take up the bill (H. R. No. 
554) to extend the right of appeal from decisions 
of circuit courts to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. A motion to reconsider the vote 
passing the bill is pending. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I now ask that the motion to 
reconsider be adopted. I shall then move to re- 
commit the bill tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
or. reconsidering the vote by which the bill was 
passed, 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I now move that the bill be 


| recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The motion was agreed to. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom were referred the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill of the House (No. 866) to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service 
of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861, and the 
amendments of the House to the amendments of 
the Senate, reported thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill; and, 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1861, insist upon its amendments to the said bill, 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and ask a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Vice Presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint the committee on 
the part of the Senate; and Mr. Fessenven, Mr. 
Green, and Mr. Haran, were appointed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD. I present the memorial of im- 
porting merchants, dry-goods merchants, mer- 
chants in the general line of their profession, bank- 
ers and insurance companies, in the city of New 
York, protesting against abolishing or materially 
modifying the warehousing system of the United 
States. f ask that the petition lie on the table. 

lt was so ordered. 

Mr. TEN EYCK presented six petitions of 
citizens of Philadelphia, in favor of the Union, the 
Constitution as it is, and the enforcement of the 
laws; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIXON presented a petition of citizens of 
Hartford, Connecticut, praying for the speedy 
adoption of such measures as will substantially 
embrace the recommendations of the Representa- 
tives of the border States; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying that a pro rata ap- 
propriation may be made by the national Gov- 
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ernment to any State applying therefor, to enaly| 
said State to extinguish the title to slaves within 
its limits, by compensating the holders of sucl 
title, and by roviding for the education of cae 
slaves; which was ordered to lie on the table 

He also presented seven petitions of citizens of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to 
stand firm for the Union, the Constitution as it 
is, and the enforcement of the laws; which Were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented the memorial of Bar. 
clay & Livingston and others, merchants of the 
city of New York, in favor of the return of duties 
collected upon goods destroyed by the great fire 
of July 19, 1845; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Gai 
& Ax, and others, importers and manufacturers 
of cigars in Baltimore, Maryland, remonstratine 
against the duties proposed to be imposed on 
cigars by the tariff bill before Congress, and against 
a modification of the bonding warehouse system. 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILKINSON presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota, in favor of an ap- 
propriation for improving the Mississippi riyer 
from a poirt near the mouth of the Minnesota 
river to Sauk Rapids; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota in favor of the appointment of 
a special mail agent for that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a memorial of 
citizens of Freeport, Maine, praying for the adop- 
tion of measures of conciliation and compromise; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I present a memorial 
of citizens of Troy, in the State of New York, 
praying for the speedy adoption of such measures 
as will substantially embrace the recommenda- 
tions of the Representatives of the border States, 
which they believe will restore tranquillity and 
peace to the country. It is very numerously 
signed—I believe by two or three thousand citi- 
zens; and they recommend also, ‘as a basis of set- 
tlement, the resolutions which I had the honor to 
present. I move that the memorial lie on the 
table. 

The motion Was agreed to. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. L[ also present a petition 
of citizens of the State of Massachusetts; which 
I ask may be read and laid on the table. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representativ.s 
in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts and also cit 
izens of the United States, faithful alike to each allegiance, 
believing that their sentiments towards the Union and w- 
wards their common country have been misrepresented and 
misunderstood ; willing that all parts of the country should 
have their full and equal rights under the Constitution, and 
recognizing in the propositions of Hon. J. J. Crirrenvey, 
of Kentucky, a basis of settlement which the North and 
South may fairly and honorably accede to, and which is 
well calculated to restore peace to the country, respect- 
fully petition that your honorable bodies may adopt the 
same. 

Mr. BIGLER presented a resolution adopted 
by a Union meeting of citizens of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, held at Middletown on the 22d ot 
January, 1861, in favor of the adoption of the 
compromise measures proposed by Mr. Cnit- 
TENDEN; Which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr.BIGLER. [also presenta memorial signed 
by one hundred and six citizens of the city of Lan- 
caster, in the State of Pennsylvania, members 01 
the Union Fire Company No. 1, inscribed upon 
the American flag, praying for the passage of the 
Crittenden or Bigler resolutions, or any others of 
a similar import, to preserve the peace and pros- 
perity of the United States. It is from an asso- 
ciation existing before the Government; an ®ss0- 
ciation that has witnessed all the perils of our 

reat country. The organization was formed be- 
fore our independence, and before the Constitu- 
tion was adopted. As requested, I ask that it be 
read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States in Congress assembled: 

The petition of the officers and members of the Union 
|| Fice Company, citizens of the city of Lancaster, Penns)! 
|| vania, most respectfully represents that this company, 10° 
|| a century past, have been devoted to the welfare ot ae 
\| fellow-citizens, and where the fiercest flames threaten 
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the greatest destruction, they never stopped to inquire the 


cause, but rushed to use their best e orts to subdue the 
devouring element; and as their actions and principles are 
to know no East, no West, no North, no South, but only 
she love of their fullow-men, and perpetuity of the beloved 
Union, they shelter themselves under the broad folds of 
the AMERICAN FiaG, and unfurl this glorious banner on 
the outer walls, and on the highest pinnacles, until every 
ponntain has its host, and every host its ensign, and every 
ensign for the Union and the Union forever; and from 
their firm position, they will not cry “ Fire !’’ but “ Peace! 
Peace ! Peace !’? until their voice be heard, and their fervent 
prayers be granted, by their honorable Representatives, 
whom they now sincerely implore, in the name of their 
company, in the name of their city, in the name of their 
State, to pass the Crittenden or Bigler compromise resolu- 
tions, or any other of similar import, so that peace and con- 
fidence be restored to our beloved country. And they will 
ever respectfully pray, &c. 

Mr. BIGLER. 


on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FOSTER. I present a memorial of citi- 
zens of New Haven, Connecticut, praying Con- 
gress to pass the measure usually known as the 
border State proposition, for the purpose of restor- 
ing peace and tranquillity to the country. Itis 
very numerously signed. A memorandum upon 
the back states that itis signed by three thousand 
three hundred and fifty citizens. Many of them 
are known to me, and are men of high position, 
excellent character, and great influence in the 
community where they reside. 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 852) for the relief of certain Chippewa, Ot- 
tawa,and Pottawatomie Indians, reported it with 
amendments. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 941) for the relief of James M. Adams, 
Henry D. McKinney, and William D. Adams, 
reported it withont amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Militar 
Affairs and Miliua, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 553) for the better organization of the 
militia of the District of Columbia, reported it 
without amendment, and asked for its immediate 
consideration. 

Mr. GREEN and others objected to the pres- 
ent consideration of the bill. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 958) to amend an act entitled ** An 
act more effectually to provide for the organiza- 
tion of the militia of the District of Columbia,’’ 
approved March 3, 1803, reported it without 
amendment, and adversely. 

Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of Philadelphia, praying for an 
extension of the limits of the collection district of 
Philadelphia, reported a bill (S. No. 557) to ex- 
tend the limits of the collection district of Phila- 
delphia; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Dr. Isaac J. Hayes, 
praying for a change of the name of the schooner 
Spring Hill to that of the United States, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 541) in relation to 
the liabilities of the collectors of customs, reported 
it without amendment; and submitted a report, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLSON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 970) to regulate the compensation of the 
keeper and assistant keepers of the light-house 
on Minot’s Ledge, in the harbor of Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, and for other purposes, reported it 
without amendment.* 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred a report of the Secretar 
of the Navy, communicating, in compliance wit 
‘resolution of the Senate, a statement of the num- 

erand pay of clerks and watchmen at the naval 
Stations, on board vessels of war, &c., have in- 
Structed me to move that it be printed. I know 
wt requires unanimous consent; batit is informa- 
Uon that is a to the committee, and im- 
Portant to the Senate to have before the naval ap- 


I move that the memorial lie 
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| objection to printing it. 
| ‘The motion to print was agreed to. 


} 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
| 


| A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
on had passed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
| 71) extending the time for taking testimony on 
| the application of Cyrus H. McCormick for the 
| extension of his patent, in which the concurrence 
|| of the Senate was requested. 
|| The message further announced that the House 
| had concurred in the amendment of the Senate to 
ithe bill (H. R. No. 181) to provide for a super- 
intendent of Indian affairs for Washington Terri- 
| tory, and additional Indian agents 


GREGORY PATTI. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate take 
up the bill (H. R. No. 545) granting a pension to 

regory Patti, 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Gregory Patti on the list of in- 
valid pensions, from the 13th of December, 1858, 
to continue during his natural life. 

The Committee on Pensions reported the bill 
with the amendment to insert in line five, after 
‘* nensions,’’ the words * at the rate of six dollars 
per month,”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out ‘* six dollars ’’ and insert- 
ing ‘* $7 50.”’ That is the regular pension to 
which he would be entitled according to his pay 
in the Army. 

The amendment to the amendgent was agreed 
to; and the amendment, as amended, wasadopted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed. The bill was ordered to be read 
a third time; and was read the third time, and 
passed. 


GEORGE H. GIDDINGS. 


Mr. WIGFALL. I move to take up House 
joint resolution No. 62, for the benefit of George 
i Giddings. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
| lution was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides that George H. Giddings 
shall be paid for services on route No. 8076, in 
accordance with the order of Postmaster General 
| A. V. Brown, of October 23, 1858, after deducting 
whatever has been received thereon, on proof be- 
| ing furnished that the service has been performed. 

Mr. KING. Is there a report in that case, so 
as to let us know something about it? 

Mr. WIGFALL. There was no written re- 





epresentativesand was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, of the Senate, 
and was reported back unanimously, with amend- 
ments. The report was a verbal one. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There isa report. 

Mr. WIGFALL. There is a report from the 
House committee, I suppose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from New York desire that report to be read? 

Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read it. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report 
made in the House of Representatives, which is 
in writing. 

Mr. HALE. It is impossible to hear a sylla- 
ble of that report. I want to hear it; but there is 
such an infernal noise that I cannot. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ther proceedings until the Senate is ina condition 
to hear the report. The Senate will be good 
enough to come to order. 
The Secretary continued to read the report. 
Mr. GRIMES. I move that the paper be laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. I should 


like to be able to understand a little more defi- 
nitely what is embraced in it, and in the propo- 


| sition that we are to vote upon, than I can learn 
| from the reading by the clerk. 


ort. The joint resolution passed the House of 


It is idle to read a 
report when the noise is so great that it cannot 
be heard. The Chair will have to arrest all fur- 


OBE. 
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a reconsideration. 
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| propriation bill passes. I hope there will be no ||| Mr. HEMPHILL. This isa very plain case. 


| It isaclaim for compensation for services ren- 
| dered immediately on the introduction of Mr. Holt 
| into the office of Postmaster General. This ser- 
| Vice was rendered at the instance of every mili- 

tary post on that route, and of every town and 
every settlement. They almost forced the con- 
tractor to render the service which was performed. 
The mails were regularly delivered by the con- 
tractor, and all he asks now is payment for the 
service that was actually performed. That is the 
| sum and substance of the whole case. 

Mr. GRIMES. I am expressing no doubt as 
to the justice or equity of the claim. I only want 
to understand for myself what it is that I am 
called upon to vote on. I cannot learn from the 
reading of that report et the clerk. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [I will inquire how much 
| money the bill appropriates? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 
answer. 

Mr. HALE. [I think the friends of this meas- 
ure will consent to the motion of the Senator 
from Iowa, to let it lie on the table and be printed. 
We shall have the report in a day or two, and 
then we can understand it. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I consent, so far as I am 
concerned. 

The motion to print the report was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill! is still 
before the Senate; butevidently itis the intention 
of the Senate that it shall lie over, and the Chair 
| will so consider it. [‘*Agreed.’’] 


TERRITORY OF COLORADO. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to take up the motion 


to reconsider the vote passing the bill to organize 
the Territory of Colorado. [ understand the 
chairman of the committee wishes to have it dis- 
posed of this morning. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the motion to reconsider the 
| vote passing the bill (S. No. 366) to provide for a 
temporary government for the Territory of Col- 
| orado. 
| 
| 
| 
! 





Mr. WADE. I hope that vote will not be re- 
| considered. That bill, settling, so far as this body 
| is concerned, a very disputable matter, has already 
| passed, and gone to the House of Representatives; 
| and I hope we shall not have it up again. I be- 
| lieve the bill, as it was passed, is satisfactory to 
| most of the Senators; and I hope, therefore, that 
it will not be reconsidered. Perhaps we had as 
well have the test on the reconsideration, as on any 
| other question; and on that motion I ask for the 
| yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I regret that the Senator from 
Ohio has interposed his objection to a reconsider- 
ation under the peculiar circumstances. I think 
it is an act of discourtesy that ought not to be 
sanctioned in this body. It was well known to 
the Senate that when this bill was pending last 
week, I laid upon the table a substitute for the 
bill, and had it printed, and on that I was entitled 
to the floor, and I was in the act of offering that 
substitute when we adjourned one day last week. 
The other day, aout was called out for a very 
few minutes, it was taken up and passed, I pre- 
sume, inadvertently. I was entitled to the floor 
when it should be taken up; the substitute was 
| lying on the table and printed. All I ask nov is, 

that the Senate will reconsider, and allow the vote 
to be taken; then I amcontent. But I do think 
| that, under that state of facts, it was unusual, and 
| if the attention of the Senate had been called to 
| it, they would not have deprived me of my right 
| under the circumstances, 

Mr. GREEN. I hope there will be no recon- 
sideration. The Senator can record his vote on 
the motion to reconsider just as well as he could 
on the direct question upon the amendment. No- 
body desired to take any advantage of the Sena- 
tor; nor do I think that there is any necessity for 
The bill is plain and simple 
in its provisions, containing nothing that infringes 
upon the peculiar views of anybody; and for that 
reason, I hope the bill will be permitted to stand 
as the judgment of the Senate; and that the peo- 
|| ple of Pike’s Peak, numbering sixty thousand, 
| may have a government and protection accord- 





The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to dis- } ing to law. 


pense with the further reading of the report, and 
that it be laid on the table and be printed. 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I can see now very a 
that the motion to reconsider is not to prevail; 
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and Lam to be deprived of that courtesy which I || but I have a further objection to that clause. At 


this body before. I never yetwas capable of taking 
up a bill in the absence of a person who had a } 
substitute pending, without the slightest notice | 
to him, and thus deprive him of an opportunity 
of volung. Le it so. I will give a few reasons 


why ! think it ought to be reconsidered, and then | 
the Senate can take the vote, and there will be an 


end of it. 

Mr. WADE. When I resisted this motion to 
Senator was absent when the bill was passed. I 
did know, to be sure, that he had offered a sub- 
stitute for the bill; but as the bill was taken up 
and passed, and no objection was made to it, I 
supposed he had waived it. I knew nothing to 
the contrary; but if there is any particular reason 
why it was not urged then, and he puts the motion 
on the point of courtesy, I should not like to be 


guilty of any impropriety in that respect; and | 


therefore I would as lief the question would be 
taken on agreeing to the substitute as on the re- 


consideration; it is immaterial to me. I do not 
mean to say that the bill satisfies me; but it was 
a matter of compromise among us. I did not like 
it very well; but it was necessary that provision 


should be made for the people of that erritory, 
and therefore we agreed upon the bill, such as it 
was, as a compromise; but as the Senator places 


r known to be denied to a Senator in | 


-- 





the present motion on the question of courtesy, | 


if 1 am permitted, I will withdraw the call for the 


reas and nays. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Thavesaid all that I intended | 


to say on the point of courtesy; and I am will- || 


ing that the question shall be decided on its mer- 
its, if the Senate choose so to decide it. I was 


not aware of what the Senator from Ohio has just | 


stated, that the bill, in its present form, was the 
result of a compromise. Not having been con- 
sulted in regard to the compromise; not having 


g 
been informed that these conflicting opinions had 
been compromised, I certainly had no right to 
suppose it was so; and I presumed I could sub- 
mit my amendment, with a fair chance of having 


it considered on its merits. If, however, it be 
true that the two sides of the Chamber have com- 
promised on the question, and that this bill is the 
result of that compromise, I have no desire to 
disturb it, any further than to express my reason 
for voting against it. 

In the first place, | object to the boundary named 


in the bill. This boundary cuts off a large por- | 
tion of New Mexico, and annexes it to the new | 


Territory of Colorado. The portion thus cut off 
is New Mexican territory, and formerly belonged 
to the Republic of Mexico. The land titles are 
derived from that Government; the inhabitants 
are mostly Mexicans; theyare governed by Mex- 
ican laws and usages entirely incompatible with 
the laws that we are in the habit of making for 
our own people; and [ see no reason why they 
should thus be separated. Besides that, there are 
strong reasons why it should not be done. 
the laws of New Mexico that is slave territory. 
Slavery exists there by law to-day. This is de- 
taching that portion of slave territory, a piece of 
country occupied by men of Mexican birth and 
habits, entirely identified with New Mexico, and 
not with the new Territory of Colorado, and at- 
taching itto the new Territory of Colorado. What 
is to be the condition of that Territory by being 
incorporated into Colorado? Is the effect of this 
bill to abolish slavery in part of the territory thus 
cut off from New Mexico, and to make it free 
territory? Is that the compromise that has been 
made? Ifso,so far as the question of slavery is 
concerned, I do not feel disposed to interfere; but 
I find, after it is thus cut off, a peculiar provision 
is inserted that the Territorial Legislature shall 
pass no law destroying the rights of private prop- 
erty. What is the meaning of that? Does it mean 
that the Territorial Legislature shall pass no law 
whereby the right to hold slaves, according to the 
laws of New Mexico, shall be abolished? Is that 
the object? Certainly there is some object in in- 
seriing that provision. The Senator oa Mis- 
souri had some object in putting that provision in 
the bill. If it has been the result of a compro- 
mise, by which the Republican side agreed that 
this slave territory shall be incorporated into the 
other Territory, and that the Territorial Legisla- 
ture shall never exclude slavery from it—if that is 
their agreement, 1 do not wish to interfere with it; 


By | 








! 


|| it so 


first, it struck me as harmless; but I have a fur- 
ther objection. ‘That clause, declaring that the 
Territorial Legislature shall pass no law destruc- 
tive of the rights of private property, deprives the 


|| Territorial Legislature of the power of laying out 
| a road, a county road, a territorial road, a rail- 


road, or any description of highway. They must 
have the right to condemn private property for 
public purposes, in order to be able to make means 


| of communication. It seems that, in your zeal to 
reconsider, the fact did not occur to me that the | 


deprive the Territorial Legislature of the power 
of excluding slavery, you go so far as to deprive 
them of the power of making roads of any kind 
in that Territory. 

Is this your purpose? I simply point it out; 
and you may let it stand as you please. Then 


ferent kinds of property. By that provision, you 
have declared that this Territory shall never ex- 


/empt a homestead from taxation; shall never 


exempt school property from taxation; shall never 
exempt the property of agricultural societies from 


| taxation; shall make no discrimination whatever 


in favor of the poor—a discrimination made by 
every legislative body in Christendom, so far as 
my information extends. If that is the object, be 
I see that it has been compromised away. 
For one, sir, I desire to leave the Territorial Le- 
gislature full power over their domestic concerns, 
to regulate them as they please, subject only to 
the limitations of the Constitution of the United 
States, with the judiciary to ascertain when they 
violate the Constitution. That is what I desire 
to do; but that is just what that Territorial Legis- 
lature is prohibited from doing by this bill. 
Again, sir: Kehave had for several years to en- 
counter much opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, on the ground that we would not allow the 
people of the Territories to elect their own local 
officers. I want to give gentlemen on the other 
side of the House an opportunity to vote for such 
a bill. I bring in a proposition that the people 
may elect their own officers. There was a reason 
why, when the Kansas-Nebraska bill was intro- 
duced, that provision should not be in the bill. 
Then, it was the policy to make the Governor of 
a Territory the superintendent of Indian affairs. 


| Being superintendent of Indian affairs, he was a 
| Federal officer, and must be responsible to the 


Federal Government. The secretary of the Ter- 
ritory was a disbursing agent, a Federal officer; 
the judges of the Territory were Federal officers, 
so far as their Federal jurisdiction was concerned, 
and they had such territorial jurisdiction only as 
the Legislature might confer on them. Since then, 
the policy has become general on having a sepa- 
rate superintendent, so that the Governor need 
not be a Federal officer 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Illinois pause? It becomes the duty of the 
Chair to call the attention of the Senate to the 
special order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
a few minutes. 

Mr. GREEN. I move that the special order 
be passed over unt we get through with this ques- 
tion. I make that motion. [‘*Oh,no.”’] We 
can soon get through. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
but a short time, I shall not object. 
_Mr. GREEN. I think it will take but a short 
time. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I want but a moment more. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By general con- 
sent, the Senator from Illinois may proceed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Since these officers are no 
longer Federal, my idea is to carry out the prin- 
ciple which I then advocated, to allow the people 
of the Territories to elect these of their officers 
that are territorial and not Federal, and have the 
President and Senate appoint only such as are 
Federal and not carried in their duties. The 
substitute which I have prepared makes that pro- 
vision. First, it makes the territorial Soiiay 
conform to the existing boundary. It is not liable 
to the objection of raising the slavery question; 
it is not lable to the objection that they cannot 
exempt a homestead and other property. It is 
not liable to the objection that it deprives them of 
the power to condemn private property for roads 
and other public purposes. The present bill is 
liable to all these ob‘ections Having stated this, 





I shall leave the subject in 


If it will take 


| 


| 


| you have inserted a clause that there shall be no | 
| discrimination in the rate of taxation between dif- | 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Senator from Illinois is a little unkind whe 
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I waive any objection on the ground of courtes 
and leave the Senate to dispose of the question 
as they see proper. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, I think that the 
says that he is not capable of calling up a billend 
passing it, under the circumstances under Which 
this passed. I suppose that he moved his amend. 
ment for the purpose of having it thrown before 
the country. He is very fond of courting popu. 
lar attention, rather than attending to the legisla. 
tion of the country. If Iam mistaken, I ask his 
pardon. When the bill was called up, and no 
person proposed his amendment, as a matter of 
course, we went through with it, and passed jt. 
and I do not think he ought to insinuate that 
there has been any corrupt bargain or arrange. 
ment or agreement between the different sides of 
this Chamber. Honorable gentlemen have cop. 
ferred together, and they have concocted a }jj] 
which is unexceptionable in all respects; and jf 
honorable gentlemen cannot do that, then I do not 
know what legislators are sent here for. It js 
better to meet together outside of the Senate jn 
the committee-rooms, and agree upon thecommon 
features of a bill, than to come in here, and copn- 
sume time in debating it. 1 do not blame him for 
moving his amendment, because I take it for 
granted it meets his approbation. It does not 
meet mine. I shall therefore vote against it. [t 
brings up what, if he had not moved it, | would 
denominate the merest humbug that ever disgraced 
the annals of Congress; but, as he moved it, [ 
will not thus denominate it. 

Sir, this bill is plain and simple in all its fea- 
tures. It brings up no exciting subject of dispute; 
it stirs the passion of no section of the Union; it 
simply gives organization—organism to a people 
entitled to it. On the subject of the proposed 
southern boundary of this Territory, cutting off 
a portion of New Mexico, | must be permitted to 
make this remark: that I thought it ought not to 
be cut off; but at the same time I was compelled 
to say that I thought so, simply from my desire 
to please the Delegate of that Territory; and that 
the proper division of the Territery required it to 
cut off. It does not cut off five inhabitants, ac- 
cording to my opinion, and not a single “ nig- 
ger.’’? [Laughter.] The idea, therefore, of throw- 
ing slave property into a new organization, where 
it is doubtful whether it will be protected or not, 
is **all in my eye.”’ There is not a word of truth 
init. There is notaslave init. Iam told by 
the Senator from New York there are only twen- 
ty-four in the whole of New Mexico, Up there 
around Fort Massachusetts, north of 379, there is 
not one single slave. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Twenty-four is the num- 
ber that appears by the census returns. 

Mr. GREEN. I understand. Now, Mr. Pres- 
ident, here are Union-loving and Union-saving 
people petitioning and begging for 36° 30’ to be 
the line between the slave and non-slaveholding 
territory. The line of this Territory is 37°. If 
we are all so keen for 36° 30’, when I agree to 37° 
I surely am not doing very wrong. But one word 
beyond that. This bill does not prohibit slavery 
anywhere, and it does not establish slavery any- 
where; it is a perfect carte blanche. It is without 
expression on the subject either way. The Sena- 
tor says that there is a very peculiar provision 
put in there, ‘‘ that no law shall be passed im- 
pairing the rights of private property.’’ If there 
is not such a provision in every constitution in the 
thirty-four States of this Union, I am deceived; 
and if the Senator the other day did not say he 
took no exception to that, I am deceived again; 
but to-day he brings it up asa reason for a recoll- 
sideration. When he comes to the other point, 
the discrimination in the different kinds of prop- 
erty for taxation, 1 proved before, and I repeat 

ain, I copied it from his Washington territorial 
bill and from his Oregon territorial bill, Can 1t 
be so exceptional, can it be $0 objectionable in the 
Colorado bil, when he himseif put the same pro- 
vision in the Washington territorial bill and in 
the Oregon territorial bill? The truth is, it 184 
labored effort to find something to complain about, 
when the thing is right, true, just, and proper 10 
itself. , 

Now, as to the other point, about electing tert 
torial officers by the people, 1 must make this 
remark: opposed italways, when we hada Dem- 
ocratic Administration, and when the appoint 


>» 


men 
l op 


to m 


exat 
his } 
anal 
as t! 
I m: 
if th 
if th 
to a 
Sen 
age 
Pre: 
the | 
atte! 
ing” 
an | 
the 
M 
say 
Sen 
unfi 
I sh 
for 
erat 
set | 
ness 
not 
by | 
he 
cen 
He 
wal 
“hy 
ple 
are 
onl’ 
wel 
pro 
tori 


fed 


this 
are 
W! 
cen 
do} 
wit 
are 
can 
Iti 
pre 
no 
pre 
qu 
is | 
pre 
10n 
ert 
cor 
wil 
lati 
ert 
wit 
Th 
] 
Mi 
ins 
cor 
ber 
fro 
res 
me 
bef 
cor 
pat 
ter 
cor 
ing 
col 
mo 
ent 
wit 
anc 
mit 
res 
rec 
int 
My 
the 


deb 





‘aced 
it, I 


; fea- 
pute; 
yn; it 
0ple 
osed 
iz off 
ed to 
ot to 
elled 
lesire 
{that 
litto 
3, ac- 
‘ nig- 
\row- 
vhere 
‘not, 
truth 
id by 
wen- 
there 
ere 18 


num- 


Pres- 
aving 
to be 
olding 
Oo, if 
to 37° 
word 
avery 
y any- 
ithout 
Sena- 
vision 
‘d im- 
f there 
in the 
eived; 
say he 
again; 
recon- 
point, 
. prop- 
repeat 
-jtorial 
Can it 
.in the 
je pro- 
_ in 
it isa 
about, 
yper in 


y terri- 
e this 
, Dem- 
ypoint- 


1961. 





— 


ments were to be made by Democratic Presidents. | 


] oppose it now, although I know Mr. Lincoln is 
to make the appointments. I will treat him just 
exactly as I would wish to be treated if I were in 
his place, and precisely as I would wish Mr. Buch- 
anan to be treated when he occupies his position 
as the chief executive officer of this Government. 
| make no distinction. : 
if they violate the law, if they neglect their duty, 


if they violate the Constitution, I will hold them | 


to a strict accountability; arraign them in the 
Senate; impeach them; but to care for the patron- 
age or the selection of friends, I will not. The 
President, whoever he may be, has aright to have 


the patronage, and he ought to have it; and this | 
attempt to dodge that right ofappointment by say- | 
ing the people may elect these officers—making | 


an independent State which is not a member of 
the Union—I will never consent to. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I have only a few words to 


say in reply to the Senator from Missouri. The | 


Senator thinks I was unkind in referring to the 
unfairness of taking this bill up in my absence. 


I should not have made the reference at all, but | 


for the objection that was made to the reconsid- 
eration in my presence afterwards. But | will off- 
set that unkindness against his very great polite- 
nessin assuming that I had offered an amendment, 


not for a practical purpose, not to be voted upon || 


by the Senate, but for effect in the country. If 


he thinks there is argument or courtesy or de- | 


cency in such allusions, he is entitled to them. 


He will find that I offered it in good faith, and | 


wanted a vote upon it. In regard to his ery of 
‘‘humbug!’’againstthe proposition that the peo- 
ple of a Territory shall elect those officers which 
are territorial and not Federal in their duties, I can 
only say that it applies to his allies over there,as 
well as to me; and that, in the substitute I have 
proposed, I followed the model of the first terri- 
torial billever passed by the Congress of the Con- 
federation. 


Now, sir, I have only another word to say on 


thisquestion. ‘Those boundaries, in my opinion, 
are wrong, because they divide New Mexico. 
Whether any of the negro slaves returned by the 
census are in that part of the Territory or not, I 
do not know, nor does he; hence he cannotassert, 
with any more knowledge of the truth, that they 
are not within that part of the Territory, than I 
can that they are. I do not know, nor does he. 
It is slave territory by law; and then there is a 
provision in this territorial bill, that they shall 
not destroy private property. Now, sir, if the 
provision was not intended to apply to the slavery 
question, What is it put there for? The Senator 
is mistaken in supposing that there is the same 
provision in the State constitutions. The provis- 
ion of the State constitutions is, that private prop- 
erty shall not be taken for public uses without full 
compensation. If he will putin that clause, he 


will bring it within some known principle of legis- | 


lation. But here is a provision that private prop- 
erty shall not be taken for any purpose, with or 
without compensation. Whatis it put there for? 
The Scnator from Ohio says, ‘‘ compromise.” 
Here permit me to remark that the Senator from 
Missouri was a little unjust in saying that I had 
insinuated there had been a corrupt bargain and 
compromise between the two sides of the Cham- 
ber. I made no such insinuation. The Senator 
from Ohio said the provision in the bill was the 
resultof compromise. I commented on his state- 
ment, and declared that I had no knowledge of it 
before. 1 did not say that the compromise was 
corrupt; that it was dishonorable; that it was un- 
patriouc., I did not characterize it. He charac- 
terized itas corrupt. It does not strike me that a 
compromise in legislation is a corrupt understand- 
ing atall; butit is very proper and very just that 
conflicting opinions should be compromised in a 
mode honorable alike to all the parties. I will 
enter into a compromise on any of those matters 
with men of opposite parties for the public good 
and with the view to harmony in legislation. I 
might have hestitated, if | had known it was the 
result of a compromise, in procuring a motion to 
reconsider to be made; and I only referred to it 


in that light. But I do not wish to occupy time. | 
My reasons for opposing the bill are now before | 


the Senate, and 1 leave the question to be decided 
by them. 


_ Mr. WADE. I do not wish to prolong this 
Gebate a moment, sir. I said that this bill was 





Let the officers go; and | 








| that fact rather stronger than it really was. I sup- 


| try that the two sides of this Chamber differ on 
the provisions of these territorial bills. It hap- 
pened that neither of us could organize the Ter- 
ritory upon the principles we hold; and yet it was 
very essential, as it was proved to us, that there 
should be a territorial government for the people 
of Pike’s Peak. There are some thirty-four thou- 
sand people there, who have no law, no organized 
government. The different sides of this Chamber 
could not agree in carrying out the principles that 
they contend for. The one side intended to make 


very in the territorial bill. 
informally; there was nothing like a compromise; 
there was no formality about it; but we talked the 


| 
of hovion a territorial organization there, agreed 


that there should be nothing said about slavery 
in the territorial organizauon, one way or the 





conformed to the usual course of legislation upon 
| this subject. So far as | know, the bill is precisely 


that it says nothing about the institution of sla- 
very. 
report it, and permit it to be passed by the Senate 
in that shape. We have passed it without contro- 
versy. I was very glad that one thing had passed 
here without any violent debate on this subject. 


and I hope they will concur in it. 

But the Senator is now troubled with his old 
complaint. He is a great compromiser. I am 
not much of a compromiser; but neverthless, as 
this measure seemed so equitable, there being so 
little to be sacrificed on either side, we thought 
we might do it peaceably, without detriment to 
anybody or any section. The Senate have agreed 


because we leave the officers of the Territory to 
be appointed by the President and the Senate. 


ought to elect all their officers. 
conversion. 
much opposed to that principle. When we or- 
ganized the Territory of Kansas, he will find that 
his votes were every time against the principle 
that the people should elect their judges, their 
Governor, and the rest of their officers. I agree 
that I voted then, under the circumstances, to give 
the people that power, for the reason that I had 
no confidence in your Executive—not a particle. 
Under like circumstances, I would do so again. 
But having confidence now in the appointing 
power in this Territory, | am willing that you 
should follow the old rule according to the prece- 
dents of the country at all times. If the Senator, 
because the politics of the appointing power are 
changed, has changed his principle, | have no 
complaint to make; and if he puts it upon that 
ground, | have not one word to say, for I act 
upon that, and I avow it. 

Now, sir, I do not wish to prolong this debate. 
As the Senator has waived his point of courtesy, 
I do not suppose he wishes me to withdraw the 








sider; and the opposition I make now 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam willing to take the yeas 
and nays on that as a test question. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. If he had not waived 
the point of courtesy, [ should have felt bound 
to withdraw the call for the yeas and nays, and 
permit the question to be taken on the amend- 
ment he offered. {I have no more to say. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ihave buta word to say, 





e elected by the people, instead of appointed by 
the Executive. I repel the insinuation. The rec- 
ord will prove, clearly, that | was not. At the 
time to which the Senator refers, the reason I as- 
signed for not making the officers then elective, 
was, that they had Federal duties; that the bill, 


whose duties were exclusively territorial, and not 
Federal. Since then the system has been changed, 
|| so as to take from those officers their Federal du- 
|| ties; and I propose now, by my amendment to 
|| this bill, that those officers shall be elected by the 


| pose it is well known to the Senate and the coun- | 


other, and the bill was framed with that view. It | 


The bill has gone to the House of Representatives; | 


to it, and now the Senator says it is all wrong, | 


He has all at once discovered that the people | 
Sir, that isa new | 
I can remember when he was yery | 


call for the yeas and nays on the motion to recon- 


| 


} 


the Territory slave territory; and the other con- | 
tended that there should be a prohibition of sla- | 
Finally, we agreed | 


subject over, and both sides, feeling the necessity | 


like all other territorial bills, with this exception: || 


We agreed on both sides that we would | 





sir, in reply to the innuendo that Lam governed by | 
ior feeling in the provision that officers might | 


as drawn by myself, made all the officers elective, || called our attention. 


it people whose duties in the Territories are not | 
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the result of a compromise. I undoubtedly stated | Federal; and those only shall be appointed by 





| this principle. 


the Executive whose duties are Federal, and not 
territorial. 

Thus much upon that point. Iam not willing 
to acknowledge that I act upon the principle— 
never have, and never will—that I will give pa- 


|| tronage to an Adminis‘ration with whom I agree 
| in politics and withhold it from one of an oppo- 


site ee: I am surprised to find, after all that 
has been said on that side of the Chamber about 
their attachment to srinciple on these territorial 
bills, that it was oly because they were out of 
power, and those principles are to be abandoned 
the moment they are in power. Weare now told 
that their principles were good only while they 
were in the minority; and that when they have the 
majority, they can yield to the « xecutive power of 
this Government to produce that result which it 
was necessary to have done by law under an op- 
posite Administration. Sir, I desire to deprive 
this Government of the power of having any Fed- 
eral policy in regard to the polities of the ‘Terri- 
tories. I gave yotice before the presidential elec- 
tion that | would conform my territorial action to 
In the Senate at the last session, 
and in my addresses before the people, I gave 
notice that inasmuch as the Federal duties were 


| taken from these officers, | would propose to make 


| 





them elective by the people. Lam an advocate of 
this principle, irrespe ctive of the success of any 
party at the election. Now we are told that one 
principle is to prevail under a el pig Admin- 
istration, and a different one under a Democratic 
Administration. 

Mr. WILSON, I think, sir, the Senator from 
Illinois is unjust towards us on this side of the 
Chamber in the remarks that he has just made 


|| I think he has no foundation upon which to rest 
| the charge that we intend to change our policy 


now that we are coming into power. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I thought the word of the 
Senator from Ohio was good foundation for what 
I-said. He avowed it. 

Mr. WADE. [ask what that ‘* word’’ of mine 
was? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That you were m favor of 
having them elected by the people, and opposed 
to executive appointments when there was a 
Democratic Administration, in which you had no 
confidence; but that you were in favor of appoint- 
ing them by the President under the Administra- 
tion of your own party, in which you had confi- 
dence. ‘ 

Mr. WADE. I said no such thing. I said my 
former vote was founded upon a want of confi- 
dence in that Executive. I did not say anything 
about his politics. There might be Democratic 
Presidents that I would have confidence in; but 
I should scrutinize them pretty closely first. 
Sperone 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That isa substantial avowal 
that the Senator would allow an Administration 
in which he had confidence—meaning one in 
whose policy he had confidence—to appoint the 
officers; but when his own party went out of 
power, and an Administration that he had not con- 
fidence in came in, then he would deprive them 
of the power of appointing the officers. I think, 
therefore, the Senator from Massachusetts will 


| withdraw the charge that I have been unkind to 


that side of the Chamber. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I do not think 
I can withdraw the charge altogether, although 
it is somewhat modified. [Laughter.] But, sir, 
I wish to say for myself that | have been, and I 
now am, in favor of allowing the people of the 
Territories to elect their own officers; and # will 
vote for such a bill whenever it is introduced into 
this body, be the Administration Democratic, be 
it one in which I have no confidence, or be it Re- 
publican, in which I have confidence. I will vote 
to diminish the patronage of the President of the 
United States whenever I can properly do it. 

I do not see the necessity of bringing up this 
issue here upon this measure. This bill for the 
organization of the Territory of Colorado had a 
provision in it to which the Bénator from Hlinois 
I moved to strike it out. It 
was not stricken out. I thought then it ought to 
be out of the bill. I think so now. After tlhe dis- 
cussion then the bill went over, and it was called 
up the other day and passed during the absence 
of the Senator from Illinois. I had paid no atten- 
tion to his amendment. I am not aware that I 
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knew he had one. We acted upon the bill with- } of the Senate, and asked for a conference on tl 
out regard to his amendment, and ae it; and || disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; and 


now a reconsideration is moved, 


upon the question now, or to put it off for reflec- 


tion and examination. I see no necessity for ar- 
raigning partics here on this subject. do not 


know of any compromise upon this measure. I 
heard from all sides of the Chamber that there 


was nothing in the bill that could be construed in || 


any way in relation to slavery; and therefore it 
was understood all around that nothing should be 
proposed upon this side of the Chamber to be put 
in on that subject. I suppose the bill was drawn 
in that way in good faith. If so, I will stand by 
it; but if not in good faith, I repudiate it alto- 
gether, and wash my hands of it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. One word more, and I am 
willing that the vote shall be taken. The Senator 
from Massachusetts says he is willing to vote for 
a bill allowing the people of the Territories to 
elect their officers, whenever it is introduced. 
Here | have introduced it, in accordance with that 
willingness, but he sees no necessity for its being 
introduced. Very great willingness is that! He 
is willing to favor a thing when it is introduced, 
and yet he will not introduce it himself, and com- 
jains when others do! He votes for the bill, 
ee on the ground that there is no word in 
it on the subject of slavery. I am rejoiced to find 
that the two sides of the House, representing the 
two sides of the ‘irrepressible conflict,’’ find it 
impossible, when they get into power, to practi- 
cally carry on the Government without coming 
to non-intervention, and saying nothing upon the 
subject of slavery. Although they may not vote 
for my proposition, the fact that they have to 
avow that the principle upon which they have 
fought me for years is the only one upon which 
they can possibly agree, is conclusive evidence 
that I have been right in that principle, and that 
they have been wrong in fighting me upon it. My 
complaint is, not that they have compromised on 
that principle, but that when they suppose they 
have, they put in a clause inconsistent with it, 
avd | want thatclause out of the bill—no more. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 


will the Senate reconsider the vote by which this | 


bill was passed? Upon this question the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 

Mr ANTHONY. Dol understand that the 
Senator from Illinois desires this to bea test vote; 
and that he waives the question of courtesy? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | am entirely willing that it 
shall be a test vote. As it is a compromise, I do 
not want to disturb it. 

Mr. GWIN. I will vote to reconsider, because 
I have been cheated out of the name. The Terri- 
tory in which the Colorado river is, through which 
it runs, I think ought to have the name of Colo- 
rado. I think it 1s the handsomest name that 
could be given to any Territory or State. I am 
going to vote to reconsider, in order to strike 
that name out. That is my objection to the bill. 
I want to give that name to the Territory of 
Arizona. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 31; as follows: : 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Crittenden, Douglas, Foot, 
Gwin, Kennedy, Latham, Nicholson, Pugh, aud Wilson. 
we, 

NAYS —Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Bragg, 
Bright, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Green, 
Grimes, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 


Lane, Morrill, Polk, Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons, ‘Ten 
Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—31. 


So the Senate refused to reconsider the vote on || 


the passage of the bill. 
BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Grossprenver, his Secretary, 
announced that the President of the United States 


had approved and signed, on the Sth instant, an || 


act (S. No. 64) to authorize the extension and 
use of a branch of the Alexandria, Loudoun, and 
Hampshire Railroad, within the city of George- 
town, 


LOAN BILL. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that the | 


House had agreed to the first amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No, 972) authorizing a 
loan, and had disagreed to the second amendment 


| 





| tuony were appointed. 
| 
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“or myself, I had appointed Mr. Joun Sueaman of Ohio, Mr. | 
am willing to reconsider it, and am willing to act |! Jouw 8S. Puetrs of Missouri, and Mr. Tuap- | 


| peus Stevens of Pennsylvania, managers at the 


| same on the part of the House. 
| POST ROUTE BILL. 
| 


The message further announced that the House 
_of Representatives having corrected the clerical 
/error in the engrossment of the amendments of 
| the House to the amendments of the Senate to the 
| bill (H. R. No. 714) establishing certain post 

routes, he was directed to return the bill and 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
ident: 

A bill (H. R. No. 181) to provide for a super- 


amendments to the Senate. 


7 and additional Indian agents; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 341) for the relief of Moses 
| Meeker. 

| PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House | 


had ordered, on the Sth instant, at twelve o’clock 
and eight minutes, the printing of a letter from 
the Secretary of State, announcing that, on that 
day, he had transmitted to the Senate the annual 
report on commercial relations with foreign na- 
tions. 

Also, that the House had ordered, on the 6th 
instant, the printing of the following documents: 

Message from the Presidentof the United States, 
transmitting resolutions of the State of Kentucky, 
applying for the call of a convention for propos- 
ing amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States—ordered at twelve o’clock and fourteen 
minutes. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 


|| ting additional estimates for the service of the 


ordnance department—ordered at twelve o’clock 
and sixteen minutes. 

A letter from the acting Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting a letter from the eeeieaaaee 
of the General Land Office, and accompanying 
papers, in regard to the numbering of the claim of 
Gervacio Noland and Serafin Ramorez—ordered 
at twelve o’clock and sixteen minutes. 

A letter from the acting Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting documents in relation to the 
private land claim of the heirs of Louis Maria C,. 
de Baca—ordered at twelve o’clock and sixteen 
minutes. 

Memorial of the Governor and Legislature of 
Utah Territory, praying for the construction ofa 
railroad from some point on the Missouri river to 
Sacramento, California, via either the Box Elder 
or Lodge Pole Creek pass in the Black hills, &c.— 
ordered at twelve otilea and seventeen minutes. 





| A memorial of the Legislature of Utah, praying | 
an appropriation of $3,000 to the Utah library— 
| 


ordered at twelve o’clock and seventeen minutes, 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Minnesota in 
relation to the Pacific railroad—ordered at twelve 
o’clock and twenty minutes. 


LOAN BILL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its second 
amendment to the bill (H. R. No. 972) author- 
izing a loan, disagreed to by the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


| Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendment to 
| the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
| and agree to the conference asked by the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

| 

| 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


| Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
| of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 


And Mr. Pearce, Mr. Gwin, and Mr. An- 


MISSION OF PEACE FROM VIRGINIA. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
for to-day at one o’clock, was the bill (H.R. No. 

| 338) to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the 
duties on imports, &c.; but the message of the 
| President of the United States, communicating the 
resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia, being 


‘| the unfinished business of yesterday, takes prece- 





intendent of Indian affairs in Washington Terri- | 











February 6, 


1e | dence; and the Senator from Tennessee is entitled 


|| to the floor. 
{Mr JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi 
ent 


| Mr.CAMERON. Will the Senator allow me 





| to ask a question? I desire to know what wij] be 

| the condition of the bill just announced by the 

| Chair after the Senator has made his remarks? 

| Mr. BIGLER. I will state to my colleague 
that it will be at the disposition of the body, - 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If the unfinisheg 

business of yesterday shall be disposed of, the 

Chair will then call up this special order, 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presgj- 
dent, yesterday I proceeded in the discussion, jn 

| answer to some of the attacks that had been made 
on me, to consider the question of the free nayj. 
gation of the Mississippi river; and I shall Jeaye 
my remarks on that subject at that point, and 
shall take up another sentence of the Senator from 
Oregon. I have no disposition to do the Senator 
from Oregon, or any other Senator, injustice, J) 
this connection, | will say, as I have intimated 
before, that 1 thought his attack upon me unkind 
| and uncalied for. Let that be as it may, it is yo, 
|| my disposition or my intention, on this occasion, 
| to do him injustice. I intend to do him full jus. 
| tice. In the reply that he made to me—to which 
| 1 yesterday referred—he gave the contradictioy 
|| direct to what I stated in the presidential canvass, 
| in answer to the charge that had been made that 
you, Mr. President, and the Senator from Ore- 
| gon, were disunionists; were in favor of secession; 
| and that you were used by what was called the 
seceding or disunion party for the purpose of dis- 
| rupting and breaking up the Government. I met 
, those charges—because I believed they were un- 
| true, thatthey were not founded in fact—in various 
| places, before large assemblies, and, I thought, 
| successfully, at least to my own mind, exonerated 
you and the candidate for the Vice Presidency 
fromthe charge. I confess it was somewhat mor- 


tifying to me, after the reply which the Senator 
made, to have to say to the people, and the coun- 
try generally, that I vindicated him against a 
charge which was true; for, when we take up his 
speech here in reply to the remarks that I made 
on that occasion, none of which had the slightest 
reference to him, involving neither his position 
before the country, nor his cunsistency as a legis- 
| lator, we find that he took bold ground, advocat- 
ing and justifying secession, arguing, in fact, that 
it was constitutional. I felt, after that speech, 
that I was involved in inconsistency before my 
eople, an inconsisteucy in which I ought not to 
lose been involved. 

But in that same speech, in which the honora- 
ble Senator involved me in these contradictions, 
he goes on to state—and I will do him justice by 
reading his speech, for I do not want to misquote 
him: 

* But, sir, understand me ; [ am not a disunionist. | am 
for the right, and I would have it in the Union; and if it 
cannot be obtained there, I would go out of the Union, and 
have that out of the Union that I could not obtain in it, 
though I was entitled to it.”’ 

Mr. President, I have called the attention of the 
Senate to the paragraph of the Senator’s speech 
which I have just read, in which he disavows dis- 
union sentiments; but when you take the preced- 
ing part of his speech, you find that he advocates 
the doctrine of disunion and secession almost trom 
the beginning up to the sentence that I have read. 
It seems to me it is paradoxical; but that ma be 
my misfortune, not his. He may be capable ot 
reconciling the conflict, the seeming inconsistency 
of first advocating the doctrine of dissolution, se 
cession, and disunion, and then at the same ume 
exclaiming that he is no disunionist. I do not 
know how a Senator can be for the Union, and t 
the same time concede the right that a State has 
the authority to secede under the Constitution; 
that it is justified in seceding, and ought to secede: 
that when it demands rights in the Union that !t 
cannot get, it should go out of the Union to ob- 
tain that which could not be obtained in it. But 
let all that pass. I wish to do-+him no injustice; 
and therefore I desired to call attention, in the 
remarks that I am making, to his disclaimer 0! 
being a disunionist and a secessionist. I 

Mr. President, the Senator, in the sentence * 
have quoted, assumes that South Carolina, for 
instance, had the right to secede; and he assumesy 
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also, that South Carolina can obtain that out of 


the Union which she has failed to obtain in \- 
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Let us raise the inquiry here: what is it, since she 
entered into this Confederacy of States, that South 
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Carolina has desired or asked at the hands of the | 


Federal Government, or demanded upon consti- 


tutional ground, that she has not obtained? What | 


creat wrong, What great injury, has been inflicted 
upon South Carolina by her continuance in this 
Union of States? I know it is very easy, and 
even Senators have fallen into the habit of it, to 
repeat some phrases almost as a chorus to a song; 
such as ** if we cannot get our rights in the Union, 
we will go out of the Union and obtain those 
rights; that we are for the equality of the States 
in the Union, and if we cannot get it we will go 


| 
j 
| 


out of the Union,’’ I suppose to bring about that | 


equality. What is the point of controversy in 
the public mind at this time? Let us look at the 
question as it is. We know that the issue which 
has been before the country to a very great ex- 
tent, and which, in fact, has recently occupied the 
consideration of the public, is the territorial ques- 
tion. Itis said that South Carolina has been re- 
fused her rights in the Union, with referenoe to 
that territorial question yand therefore she is going 
out of the Union to obtain that which she cannot 
get in it. 

~ Now, Mr. President, when we come to exam- 
ine this subject, how does the matter stand? I 
showed yesterday, in reference to the protection 
of slave property in the Territories of this Con- 
federacy, that South Carolina, in connection with 
the distinguished Senator from Oregon, had voted 
expressly that no slavery code was needed; that 
no further protection was needed, so far as Con- 
gress was concerned. They decided it here in this 
body. South Carolina, by her own vote, on the 
25th day of May last, decided that she needed no 
further protection in the Territories of the United 
States, so far as Congress was concerned. The 
Senator from Oregon voted with her. That vote 
seemed to be connected with and predicated upon 
the great fact that the Supreme Court of the United 
States had decided this question; that they had de- 
clared the Missouri compromise—in other words, 
the law excluding slavery north of 36° 30’, and 
making it permissive south of 36° 30’—unconsti- 
tutional and void; and, according to our forms of 
Government, it was in fact stricken from the stat- 
ute-book by the decision of the court. They 
thereby said to the country, the supreme arbiter 
of the land, so made by the Constitution of the 
United States, has decided that the people have a 
right, without regard to the character or descrip- 
tion of their property, to carry it into all the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and that under the 
Constitution of the United States it is protected 
there. It was said, the court having decided that 
they had a right to go there with this institution 
of slavery, and the Constitution finding it there, 
it was recognized and protected by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

In this connection, permit me to go outside of 
the Senate Chamber, and state what occurred in 
my own State. There, those who were the best 
friends of the distinguished Senator from Oregon, 
and who are ultra upon this subject, before thou- 
sands of the people of that State took the bold 
ground that they wanted no further protection 
from Congress; that the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States and the opinion of the Supreme Court 
were all the slavery code they desired; that the 
question was settled; that the power was com- 
plete; and that protection was ample. 

In this connection, sir, we must recollect the 
decision made by the Senate upon the resolutions 
introduced by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Davis] on the 25th day of May last. On that 
day, under the solemn sanction of an oath, and 
all the formalities of legislation spread upon the 
ournals, the yeas and nays being taken, we de- 
clared, after an argumefit on the subject, that no 
further protection was needed at that time. The 

‘nate went on and stated, in the fifth resolution— 

give the substance, I do not pretend to repeat the 
words—that if hereafter it should become neces- 
sary to have protection of this kind, then Congress 
should give it; but they said it was unnecessary 
atthat time. If South Carolina and the Senator 
from Ore on took this position then, what has 
‘ranspired since that period of time that now jus- 


tifles a State in withdrawing or seceding from this 
hice on account of Congress not doing that 
Which they declared was not necessary to be done? 


But let us take the fact as it is. South Caro- 
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| 


lina, itis said, wanted protection in the Territories. 
I have shown that she said, herself, that further 


protection was not needed; but if it should be | 


needed, then Congress should give it. But South 
Carolina—the Kingdom of South Carolina—in 
| the plenitude of her power, and upon her own 


of this Confederacy, has gone out of the Union, 
or assumed to go out. The next inquiry is: what 





| Union that she did not get in the Union? Is there 
aman in South Carolina to-day that wants to carry 
a single slave into any Territory we have got in 
the United States that is now unoccupied by slave 
property? Lam almost ready to hazard the as- 
sertion that there is notone. If he had not the 
power and the right to carry his slave property 


tained that right now by going outof the Union? 
Has anything been obtained by violating the 
Constitution of the United States, by withdraw- 
ing from the sisterhood of States, that could not 
have been obtained in it? Can South Carolina, 
now,any more conveniently and practically carry 
slavery into the Territories than she could before 
she went out of the Union? Then what has she 
obtained? What has she got, even upon the doc- 
trine laid down b-7 the distinguished Senator from 
Oregon? 

But it is argued, striding over the Constitution 
and violating that comity and faith which should 
exist amongst the States composing this Confed- 
eracy, that she had a right to secede; she had a 
right to carry slaves into the ‘Territories; and 
therefore, she will secedeand go out of the Union. 
This reasoning on the part of South Carolina is 
about as sound as that of the madman, who as- 
sumed that he had dominion over the beasts of the 
forest, and therefore that he had a right to shear 
a wolf. His friends remonstrated with him, and, 
admitting his right to do so, inquired of him if he 
had considered the danger and the difficulty of the 
attempt. ‘* No,’ said the madman, ‘‘I have not 
considered that; that is no part of my considera- 
| tion; man has the dominion over the beasts of the 
forest, and therefore he has a right to shear a 








cise it.”? His friends sul remonstrated and ex- 
postulated, and asked him, not only ‘‘ Have you 
considered the danger, the difficulty, and the con- 
sequences resulting from such an attempt; but, 
what will the shearing be worth?’’ ‘* But,’’ he 





unionists of this country, to go out of the Union, 
and therefore she will go out of the Union. 

And what, Mr. President, has South Carolina 
gained by going out? It has been just about as 
profitable an operation as the shearing of the woif 
by the madman. 
the Territories? Does she even get any division 
of the Territories? None; she has lost all that. 
Does she establish a right? No; but by the exer- 


does South Carolina now get, in the language of | 
the distinguished Senator from Oregon, out of the 


into a Territory while in the Union, has he ob- 


wolf; and as I have aright to do so, I will exer- | 


replied, ‘1 have the right, and therefore I will | 
shear a wolf.’’ South Carolina has the right, | 
according to the doctrine of the seceders and dis- | 


Can she now carry slaves into | 


| 
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cise of this abstract right, as contended for by | 


secessionists, what has she got? Oppression, tax- 


ation, a reign of terror over her people, as the | 
result of their rashness in the exercise of this as- | 


sumedright. In what condition is her people now? 
They have gone out of the Union to obtain their 
rights, to maintain their liberty, to get that out of 
the Union which they could not get in it! While 
they were in the Union, they were not taxed a 
million and some six or seven or eight hundred 
thousand dollars in addition to their usual ex- 


penditures, to sustain standing armies and to meet | 


other expenditures which are incurred by sepa- 
ration. But still she has the right to tax her peo- 
ple; she has the right to institute a reign of terror; 


She has gone out of the Union to be free, and has 


she has the right to exclude her people from the | 
ballot-box; and she has exercised the right, and || 
these are the consequences. She has gotherrights! | 
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pears that our admirable system of civil liberty 
is crumbling to pieces; that the temple of liberty 
is upheaved; that its columns are falling, and that 
nothing will remain but a general ruin; and in 
their consternation too many stand back appalled, 


| and take no position for the relief of their country, 
| volition, without consultation with the otherStates || 
| 


in the pending crisis. But, sir, the relations that 


|| we bear to the aa of the United States, behoove 


every man, whether Senator or Representative, 
oreven private citizen, to come forward asa patriot 
and lover of his country, and look at the condition 
of the country as itis. Without regard to the con- 
sequences upon en have determined to mect 
this question, and to present my views te the 
country in such form as I believe to be right and 
proper. 

Sir, let us look at the contest through which 
we are passing, and consider what South Caro- 
lina, and the other States who have undertaken 
to secede from the Confederacy, have gained. 
What is the great difficulty which has existed in 
the public mind? We know that, practically, the 
territorial question is settled. Then what ts the 
cause for breaking up this great Union of States ? 
Has the Union or the Constitution encroached 
upon the rights of South Carolina or any other 
State? Has this glorious Union, that was inaugu- 
rated by the adoption of the Constitution, which 
was framed by the patriots and sages of the Revo- 


| lution, harmed South Carolina or any other State ? 








| introduced a galling system of tyranny. She ha#|| 


gone out of the Unidn to be relieved from taxes, || 


| and has increased the burdens upon her people 
fourfold. All this is in the exercise of her right! 
Mr. President, when we examine this subject, 
and follow it step by step, to see what is gained by 


| this movement, human reason deplores the folly | 


} which it exhibits. 


| 


| have been inflamed to madness, and in its deli- 
rium it overbears all restraint. To some it ap- 


The public mind seems to | 


|| 


| 


| 


| No; it has offended none; it has protected all, 


What is the difficulty? We have some bad men 
in the South—the trugh I will speak—and we have 
some bad men in the North, who want to dis- 
solve this Union in order to gratify their unhal- 
lowed ambition. And what do we find here upon 
this floor and upon the floor of the other House 
of Congress? Words of crimination and recrim- 
ination are heard. Bad men North say provoking 
things in reference to the institutions of the South, 
and bad men and bad tempered men of the South 
say provoking and insulting things in return; and 
so goes ona war of crimination and recrimination 
in reference to the two sections of the country, 
and the institutions peculiar to each. They be- 
come enraged and insulted, and then they are de- 
nunciatory of each other; and what is the result ? 
The Abolitionists, and those who entertain their 
sentiments, abuse men of the South, and men of 
the South abuse them in return. They do not 
fight each other; but they both become offended 
and enraged. One is dissatisfied with the other; 
one is insulted by the other; and then, to seck re- 
venge, to gratify themselves, they both agree to 
make war upon the Union that never offended or 
injured either. Is this right? What has this 
Union done? Why should these contending par- 


| ties make warupon it because they have insulted 


and aggrievedeach other? Thisglorious Union, 
that was spoken into existence by the fathers of 
the country, must be made war upon to gratify 
these animosities. Shall we, because we have said 
bitter things of each other which have been offens- 
ive, turn upon the Government, and seek its de- 
struction, and entail all the disastrous conse- 


ww upon commerce, upon agriculture, upon 


the industrial pursuits of the country, that must 
result from the breaking up of a great Govern- 
ment like this? What is to be gained out of the 
Union that we cannot get init? Anything? I 
have been zealously contending for—and intend to 
continue to contend for—every right, even to the 
ninth part of a hair, that I feel the State which I 
have the honor in part torepresent is entitled to, 


| I do notintend to demand anything but that which 


is right; and I will remark, in this connection, 
that there is a spirit in the country which, if it 
does not exist to a very great extent in this Hall, 
does exist in the great mass of the people North 
and South, to do what is right; and if the ques- 
tion could be taken away from politicians; if it 
could be taken away from the Congien of the 
United States, and referred to the great mass of 
the intelligent voting population of the United 
States, they would settle it without the slightest 
difficulty, and bid defiance to secessionists and 
disunionists. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There must be 


| many persons in the galleries who have been 


warned again and again that order must be main- 
tained. f hope not to have occasion to refer to 
the subject again. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 


\| [have an abiding confidence in the people; and 
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if it were so arranged nee that the great mass | ent, without in any wise gaining in the future.”’ * * 


of the American pe ople could be assembled in an | 
amphitheater capacious enough to contain them 
all, and the propositions which have been pre- 
sented here to preserve this Union, could be re- | 


duced to a tangible shape , and submitted to them, 


oliticians being left out of view, the question 
xing submitted to the great mass of the people, 


it being their interest to do right, they being lovers | 


of their country, having to pay all, having to pro- 
auce aul, having to provide a icre wou 92 DU 
! , 1 rt de all, tl Id be but 


one single response, ** Do that which will give | 


satisfaction, ample and complete, to the variousand 
conflicting sections of this glorious Republic.” 
But, sir, how are we situated? There are pol- 


iticians here, and throughout the land, some of | 


whom want to break up the Union, to promote 


their own personal aggrandizement; some, on the | 
other hand, desire the Union destroyed that sla- | 


very may be extinguished. Then let me appeal 
to every patriot in the land, in view of this state 
of things, to coine forward and take the Govern- 
ment out of the hands of the Goths and Vandals, 
wrest it from the Philistines, save the country, 
and hand it down to our children as it has been 
handed down to us 

I have already asked what is to be gained by 
the breaking up of this Confederacy. Anappeal 
is made to the border slaveholding States to unite 


| 





* “ For the various reasons | have stated, | object 


in as strong terms as I can, to the secession of South Car- | 
Such is the intensity Of my conviction on this sub- || 


olina. 
ject, that if secession should take place—of which I have 
no idea, for I cannot believe in the existence of such a stu- 
pendous madness—I shail consider the institution of slavery 
as doomed, and that the great God, in our blindness, has 


| made us the instruments of its destruction.” 


He said then, that if South Carolina, in her 
madness, (but he did not believe she could, ) should 
determine upon secession, he would look upon it 
that the great God had doomed the institution of 
slavery. This is the opinion of one of the most 
distinguished and, I conscientiously believe, best 
men of South Carolina. 

But, sir, | pass on from the paragraph of the 
speech of the honorable Senator from Oregon to 
which I have referred; and as there seems to have 
been a sort of arrangement—at least it appears so 
to my mind—to make and keep up an attack on 
me, because I agreed with Mr. Boyce of South 


| Carolina in this respect; because I agreed with 


in what iscommonly styled the Gulf confederacy. | 


If there is to bea division of this Republic, I would 
rather see the line run anywhere than between 
the slaveholding and the noiPslaveholding States, 


aud the division made on account of a hostility, 
on the one hand, to the institution of slavery, and 
a preference for it, on the other; for whenever that 
line is drawn, it is the line of civil war; it is the 
line at which the overthrow of slavery begins; 
the line from which it commences to recede. Let 
me ask the border States, if that state of things 
should oceus >» W ho is to protect them in the enjoy- 
ment of their slave property? Will South Caro- 


lina, that has gone madly out, protect them ? Will | 


Mississippi and Alabama and Louisiana, still 


further down towards the Gulf? Will they come | 


to our rescue, and protect us? Shall we partake 


of their phrenzy, adopt the mistaken policy into | 
which they have fallen, and begin the work of 


the destruction of the institution in which we are 


equally interested with them? I have already 
} | 


said that I believe the dissolution of this Union | 
will be the commencement of the overthrow and | 
Ina 


destruction of the institution of slavery 


northern confederacy, or in a southern confeder- 
acy, or in amiddle confederacy, the border slave- 
holding States will have to take care of that par- 


ticular species of property by their own strength, | 
and by whatever influence they may exert in the | 
organ'zation in which they may be placed. The | 


Gulf States cannot, they will not, protect us. We 
shall have to protect ourselves, and perchance to 
protect them. 


border States, as they are called, in this partic- 
ular and exclusive southern confederacy, which 
it is proposed to get up, is not that they want us 
there outof pure good will, but they wantus there 
as amatter of interest; so thatif they are involved 
in war, in making acquisitions of territory still 
further south, or war growing out of any other 
cause, they may have a corps de reserve, they may 
have a power behind, that can furnish them men 


and money—men that haye the heartsand the souls 


to fight and meet an enemy, come from what 
quarter he may. 

What have we to gain by that? The fact that 
two taken from four leaves but two remaining, is 
not clearer to my mind that it is that the dissolu- 
tion of the Union is the beginning of the destruc- 
uon of slavery; and that if a division be accom- 
plished, as some desire, directly between the 
slaveholding and the non-slaveholding States, the 
work will be commenced most effectually. Upon 
this point, | propose to read a short extract from 
South Carolina herself. Mr. Boyce, late a mem- 
ber of the other House, a distinguished man, a 
man of talent, and I believe a good man, and who, 
[have no doubt, in his heart this day regrets most 
deeply and sincerely the course which South Car- 
olisa es taken, said, in 1851, when the same issue 
was presented: 

** Secession, separate nationality, with all its burdens, is 


no remedy. Itis no redress for the past; it is no security 
for the future. Itis only a magnificent sacrifice to the pres- 


As Lremarked yesterday, my own | 
opinion is, that the great desire to embrace the | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| many distinguished men; and because I advanced 


the doctrines of the fathers who formed the Re- 
public, I shall take up these Senators in the order 
in which I was attacked. Without being egotist- 
ical, without being vain, when I fee] that | have 
got truth on my side, when I feel that I am stand- 
ing on principle, when I know that I have got 
facts and arguments that cannot be answered, I 
never inquire as to the difference of ability or ex- 
perience between myself and those with whom | 
have to contend. 

The next Senator in order that made an attack: 
upon me on account of my previous speech was 
the distinguished Senator trom Mississippi, [Mr 
Davis,} who took occasion to do sv in making his 
valedictory address to the Senate after his State 
had passed her ordinance of secession. It has 
been the case not only with that Senator, but with 
others, thatanattempt has been made by innuendo, 
by indirection, by some side remark, to convey 
the impression that a certain man has a tendency 
or bearing towards Black Republicanism or Ab- 
olitionism. Sometimes gentlemen who cannot 
establish such a charge, are yet willing to make 
it, not directly, but by innuendo; to create a false 
impression on the public mind— 

* Willing to wound, but yet afraid to strike.”’ 


If the charge can be successfully made, why not 
make it directly, instead of conveying it by innu- 
endo? The Senator from Mississippi did not at- 
tempt to reply to my speech, did not answer my 
arguments, did not meet my authorities, did not 
controvert my facts; but after reaching a certain 
point in his own argument, he disposes of all that 
| had said in these very few words: 

‘<T am here confronted with a question which I will not 
argue. The position which I have taken necessarily brings 
me to its consideration. Without arguing it, I will merely 
mention it. It is the right of a State to withdraw from the 
Union, The President says it is not a constitutional right. 
‘The Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Wave,] and his ally, the Sen- 
ator from ‘lennessee, argued it as no right at all.”? 

Is that the way for a Senator, a distinguished 
Senator, an Ajax of his peculiar sect—for when 
we come to examine this doctrine of secession, 
it is only broad enough to found a sect upon; it 
is not comprehensive enough, it has not scope 
enough, io found a great national party on—to 
notice the arguments of others? ‘The Senator from 
Mississippi would not argue the right of seces- 
sion. I say,thatif any government be organized 
hereafter, in which this principle of secession is 
recognized, it will result in its destruction and 
overthrow. But the Senator says that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] and “ his ally from 
Tennessee,”’ regard secession as no right at all; 
and by that statement the whole argument is an- 
swered. What is the idea here? Let us talk 

lainly, though courteously and respectfully. 
What was the idea which this remark was calcu- 
lated, if not intended, to convey? I am free to 
say, that I think it was intended as well as calcu- 
pte, to convey the impression that the Senator 

a 


om Tennessee was an ally of Mr. Wank, of 


Ohio, who wasa Republican, and the whole speech 
of the Senator from Tennessee, the authorities, 
the facts, and the arguments, are all upturned by 
that single allusion. Thank God, there is too 
much good sense and intelligence in this country, 
to put down any man by an innuendo or side re- 
mark like that. But, sir, so far as the people 
whom I have the honor in part to represent are 
concerned, I stand above innuendoes of that kind. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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They have known me from my boyhood up 
|| They understand my doctrines and my principles, 

in privateand in public life. They have tried me 
| in every position in which it was in their power 
|| to place a public servant, and they, to-day, wil! 
not say that ANpRew JouNnson ever deceived or 
betrayed them. In a public life of twent 
years, they have never deserted or betraye 
and God willing, I will never desert or betray th 


y-five 
me; 


em, 
The great mass of the people of Tennessee know 


| 
| 
| 

that I am for them; they know that I have adyo. 

cated those great principles and doctrines upon 

which the perpetuity of this Government depends. 

they know that I have periled my all, pecuniarily 
and physically, in vindication of their rights ang 
their interests. Little innuendoes, thrown off in 
snarling moods, fall harmless at my feet, 

It was said that I was the ally of the Senator 
from Ohio. I turn to the doings of the committee 
of thirteen to show who were allies there, [ do 
not inquire what a man’s antecedents have been 
when there is a great struggle to preserve the ex. 
| istence of the Government; but my first inquiry 

is, are you for preserving this Government; are 

ou for maintaining the Constitution upon which 
itrests. IfSenator Wane, or Senator anybody 
else, is willing to come up to this great work, 
either by amending the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, or passing laws that will preserve and 
perpetuate this great Union, | am his ally and he 
is mine; and I say to every Senator; to every 
member of the House of Representatives; to every 
man that loves his country throughout the length 
and breadth of this great Confederacy, if you are 
for preserving this Gnion on its great and funda- 
| mental principles, I am your ally, without refer- 
/ence to your antecedents, or to what may take 
place hereafter. I say to all such men, come tor- 
ward, and, like gallant knights, let us lock our 
shields and make common cause for this glorious 
| people. If I were to indulge in a similar kind of 
innuendo, by way of repartee, where would the 
Senator from Mississippi find himself? In the 
committee of thirteen, a resolution was introduced 
by the distinguished Senator from New York, 
(Mr. Sewarp,|—who,I mustsay, since this ques- 
tion has sprung up, has given every indication of 
a desire for reconciliation and for compromise, 
and of a disposition to preserve the Government, 
that a man occupying his position could do—to 
this effect: 


“ Resolved, That the following article be, and the same 

|| is hereby, proposed and submitted as an amendment to the 

| Constitution of the United States, to be valid, to all intents 
and purposes, as a part of said Constitution, when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three fourths of the States: 

* 1, No amendment shail be made to the Constitution 
which wil! authorize or give to Congress the power to abol- 
ish, or interfere, within any State, with the domestic insti- 
tutions thereof, including that of persons held to labor or 
service by the laws of said State.’ 











That was a proposition which was calculated, 
to a very great extent, to allay the apprehensions 
and the fears that have been entertained in the 
South in reference to the institution of slavery. 
Why do I say so? We know what the argument 
has been before the southern mind. It has been: 
first, that the northern anti-slavery party wanted 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, as 
an entering wedge; next, to exclude it from the 
Territories, following up the attack upon slavery; 
but these points were looked upon as of minor 
importance; they were looked upon as outposts, 
as the prelude to an interference with the institu- 
tion within the States, which has been supposed 
to be the great end and the great consideration. 
Do you not know this to be the argument: that 
they were merely taking these positions as enter- 
ing wedges to an interference with the institution 
of slavery in the States? ‘Such is the real ques- 
tion, and such it will remain, the territorial ques- 
tion being substantially settled. What does Mr. 
Sewarp, who has acquired so much notoriety by 
his “ irrepressible conflict,’’say? He comes here 
and proposes an amendment to the Constitution, 
which puts an estoppel upon his “* irrepressible 
conflict” doctrine. He is willing to make 1t per- 
petual, so that the institution cannot be interfered 
with in the States by any future amendment of the 
Constitution. That is Mr. Sewarp’s measure. 
Upon the adoption of that resolution, I believe 
every member of the committee voted for It, save 
two. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} 
voted for it; Mr. Sewarp voted for it; and Mr. 
Wane, of Ohio, voted for it. Whose ally is he: 
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